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SERMON I. 


The Lord Jeſus ſball be renealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance en them that know rat God, and obey 
not the gofpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; who 

ſhall be puniſhed with everiafliing aefirutiion 
from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory of 
his power, 

I, HE ſecond coming of our Lord, 

and the amazing ſcenes which will 

then be opened, to the everlaſting 
confuſion of his enemies, and the 
perpetual joy of his ſaints, are the frequent ſub- 
jects of holy writ. The Prophets and Apoſtles, 


Chriſt and his Evangeliſts, ſpeak often and 
lately of theſe matters; and though with ſome” 


variety of phraſe and manner of repreſentation, 
yet without any contradiction, And they all 


treat them, not as points of mere ſpeculation, . 
the contemplation of which has za tendency. to- 
encreaſe our knowledge, elevate our. conceptions, . 
enlarge our views and exalt our minds, (Which 
is doubtleſs the caſe) , but alſo and chiefly as diſ- 
coveries of the utmoſt importance and concern to 
us all, which when cordially believed and atten- 
tively conſidered, have (thro? divine grace) the- 
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moſt happy influence on our temper and con- 
duct. And I have often thought that Chriſti 
anity would flouriſh much more than it dos! 
among us, if the Miniſters of the Goſpel imitatec 
in this, their Example, and led both faint: Land 
finners to the more frequent and ſerious Co! 
ration of thoſe events wh! ch will ſoon take | ace 

2. Would we ſaccefsfully call finners 0 re- 
pentance? Like Paul preaching at Athen oe 
ihould t 1 that God hath appointed a da 
which he wil! judge the world in rightet %u, ſs, 
that men whom be Fath ordained. — Would 
make the firners in Zion 45 aid © e 
with to fee fearfulne/s u rie tot Ops 
with the Prophet we mult demand, I 
dure deo. ering fire I ho can dwell 10 v2 "Is 
ing lar gings: 4 Would we . the Ales 


to cut if ih; right ran and to * out 452 11 
eye, which end? We muſt, with our Led 
remind them, that it is better on-. off their mer 
ſhould periſh, chan that their whole bed ſhould | be cf 
7nto hell, where the worm dict not and the fire | 
not quenched, Would we fortify the timorbus 
againſt the fear of man, which always brings L 4 
- fare, and often leadeth into fin? We muſt I'S 
hort them in the words of Jeſus, ot to /rar 7 / 
wha can only kill the body, but rather to "fear / 
who can deſiroy both body and ſcul in bell. 

In ſhort, whether we would rouſe the car 
eſs, or excite the indojent, or reclaim the back 
_ flider, or comfort the diftreſt, or fuccour tc 
tempted, or encourage the faint-hearted, or Ati! 
mate the faithful ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, pati- 
ently to endure hardſhips, courageouſly fight his 
8 enemies, valiantly conquer the powers of dan. 
neſs, aid feize the crown of everlaſting life 
we ſhould bring the Day of Judgement in view . 


4 * 1th 
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with the terrors of hell and the joys of heaven,, 
and fetch our arguments, motives and encou- 
ragements thence, —Thus will the /fort- Þearted 
and theſe who are far from righteauſueſs, tremble, 
with Felix (Who was alarmed at Paul's reaſoning 
concerning a eb to come,) and enquir- 
ing what mu/? we do to be ſaved, will . pent and be 
converted, that their /ins may be blotted out. And 
thus will the true believer rejoice in hope of the 
| glory of God; and white for the joy that is fet be- 
| fore him be endures the croſs and deſpiſes the ſhame, 
he will give all diligence 10 be found of Chirſi at | 
his coming in peace, and withiut [pet and blameleſs. | 1 
Since then theic are ſuch neceflary and | 
fruitful, ſubjects of difcourſe, and fo repeatedly 
offered to our ation in the facred ſerip- 
tures, it may be profitable for us, frequently to 1 
employ our thoughts upon them, I hat we may 131 
do it for a few moments at this time, | pra made A 
choice of this moſt alarming paſſage of Scrip- | 
ture, in which the Apoſtle, with a view. to their 
comfort and ſupport under their ſufferings, puts 
the perſecuted Church of God at 'Theſfalonica 
in remembrance of the very different ftate of 
things which would ſoon take place, with re- 0 
gard to them and their perſecutors. God (fays Wo 
he) will recompence tribulation to thoſe who trouble 4 
you, and to you who are troubled rei with us, ben 
the Lord Jaſus fall be revealed with his mighty. . 
angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance en them that U 
know not God, and obey net the goſpel of our Lord. — 
Tefus Corift, ho (adds he) hall be puniſhed with #1 
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everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the, Lord ? 
and from the glery , his power. 
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In theſe words we have, 


I. The certainty and monner of our Lord br 
ſecond coming. 


II. The character of them who ſhall ben be 
the objects of his wrath. 


III. The nature and duration of the push 
ment which he will inflict upon then,. 


Theſe are all very important points, and ac“ 
deſerve our moſt ſerious conſideration. | 

L ſhall confine-myſelf at preſent to the f:% 
them, vix. 


I. The certainty and manner of our Lord“ 
ſecond coming, 


1. As to the certainty of his ſecond com!. 
they who read and credit the Oracies of C9 
entertain no doubt at all concerning it. 1 i 
there foretold and deſcribed ſo frequently end 
clearly, and with ſuch. variety of met hod aue 
expreſſion, that the moſt careleſs reader can hard 
avoid obſerving and underſtanding vit, It 1 
fore I produce ſome Scripture-teſtimonies 0: i! 
Truth, it is not ſo much with a view to ill ra 
and confirm it, as to impreſs fo uſetul a {ulyect 
more deeply upon our minds. For it is dnnn. 
nifeſt, that it may be believed and undertte my 
Where it has, by no means, its proper influence. 

2, + obterve then, that this event was 000 
by the ancient Prophets as well as by Chr 41d 
4 bis Apoſties. Even Enoch of old propheſial, in 
ing, Behold the, Lord cometh with ten thoufan!! nl of Al 
Saints, te execute judgement upon all. A Huth this 
of which the Pfalmiſt was not _— for in 
the coth Pſalm, he teſtifies, << "Our God 72 
cams, and ſpall nat Keep filence : a fire Sal d, 
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1 him, and it fhall be very tempeſtuous round 


bout him : he ſhall call the heavens from above and 
the earth, that he may judge his people. Thele pre- 
dictions, lo clear and expreſs that their ſenſe 
muſt be obvious to all, are confirmed and illuſ- 
trated by the teſtimony of Daniel, chap. vii. 
ver. 9. 10. I behild (ſays he) fill the thrones were 
caſt dotun and the Ancient of Days did fit, whoſe gar - 
ment was white as ſnow, and the hair of his head like 
pure wool ; his throne was like the fiery flame, and his 
wheels as burning ire; a fiery flream iſſusd and came 
forth from before him : thouſand thoujands miniftred 


unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand lad 


before him e the judgement was ſet, and the books were 


opened!“ What a ſublime and inim itably grand 


deſcription have we here, .mix'd with admirable 


fimplicity | How far does it exceed, in theſe re- 
ſpects, every thing to be met with in merely hu- 
man compoſitions! How plainly does it appear 
to have been the effect, not of genius and art, 
but of a mind, thro” the influences of the divine 
ſpirit, elevated with the grandeur, awed with the 
majeſty, and ſtruck with the terror of the ſubject | 

Thele ancient prophecies of our J.ord's ſe- 
cond coming have the ſanction of his own au- 
thority, not only as being inſpired by. him, but 
as being confirmed by moſt. expreſs declarations, 
delivered by himſelf, as well while upon earth 
as after his aſcenſion into heave n, and that both 
before friends and enemies. I ihall produce only 
two or three of thele as a ſpecinien of the reſt. 


Thus when Caiaphas, the Elders. and Scribes, 


had the boldneſs, or preſumptuous wickedneſs 
rather, to call. their Cieator and final Judge to 
take his trial at their tribunal; before theſe he 


teſtified, Hereafter hall ye fe? the Son of Man f. 


ting. on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heauer 22, To his friends and tojlowers, 


lie 
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and polity, he ſlides (as it were) inſenſibly 0 


| Jeſus. 


1 


he often foretold the ſame event, tho' with a dit. 
ſerent view, not merely to convince and alarm, but 
allo and eſpecially to comfort and encourage then 
Thus, when predicting and deſcribing the deftrc. 
tion of Jeruſalem, and the ruin of the Jewiſh chasch 


this important ſulject typified by that, declar': 
After the tribulation of _ days, the ſun ſhall '; 
darkened and the moon fhall not give her light, 14 
the ftars ſhall fall from heaven, and the powers gt 
heaven ſhall be ſhaken ; and then fhall appear 


in of the Son of Man in heaven : then ſhal! al 


tribes of the earth mourn, and they fhal! jc: the . 
Sen of Man coming in the clouds of © heaven t 
potwer and great glory. And in the next chapicr, 
(Matt. xxv.) which, it ſeems, contains the l 
public diſcourſe our Lord delivered befor? 
was offered up, he declares to all, JFhen 2: +: 
of Man fhall come in his glory, and all the +; 
angels. with him; then fhall he fit upon the thron- 
his glory, and before him fhall. be gathered all natin. 
4. Lo theſe expreſs and particular declar2iion; 
delivered by our Lord, while he tabernacled upon 
earth in his ſtate of humiliation, we may ſub ion 
his teſtimony from heaven, after he entered uh 
his ſtate of exaltation, and was inveſted with a! 
power in heaven and on earth, The faithful m7 
true witne/s, the __ and Omega, when he takes 
his ſolemn leave of us, in the concluſion of the 
records of truth, teſtifies, both to friends an 
foes, Behold, I come quickly, bleſfed is he that kerp- 
eth the ſayings 4 the propheey of this book. And 
again, Behold I come quickly, , and my reward = 
with me, to give unto every man according o hi 
work, ſhall be. And yet again; He that tejti7 th 
ws things, faith, ** Surely. I come quickly.” 1 © 
which the church replies, Amen ; ſo come, Lord 
Thus by three teſtimonies from the hps 
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of Eternal Veracity, is this glorious truth el! 
11 liſhed. 
5, But that a doctrine ſo ſuperior to reaſon 
and yet abſolutely certain and deeply intereſting, 
might want no kind of eviden ce calculated to gain 
it credit, meſſengers were ſent immediately from 
1 to bear witneſs to it. Thus when our 
Lord had given his Apoſtles their laſt commiſſion, 
and while they beheld was takin up from them, a 
choud receiving him out of thair fight, while they 
oked Redfaſtly toward heaven as he went up, Hehn 
i299 men flocd by them in white apparel, 2 who 206 
ae Je men of Cralilee, why fand ve gazing up 


1t heaven 2 This ſan? Jeſis whe is taken up from - 


you into heaven, ſhall ſe come gen in like manner as 
yo 77 5 feen him go into heaven.” 
This teſtimony of the holy Angels 8, or of 
e pri of the Juſt made perfect, is frequently 
confirmed by that of the Holy Spirit in the 
mo uths of the Apoſtles. But as I would not 
e tedious, I forbear to quote any particular 
e chuſing rather to refer you to their 


ſermons, as recorded by St. Luke in the Acts, 


nd to their various epiſtles, Where you fre- 
quently meet with TE: glorious deſcriptions of 


this grand event. he teſtimonies already 
produc ed are more than ſufficient, not only to 


eſtabliſh us in the firm belief of this comforta- 


ble truth, but alſo (which is molt wanting), to 


| impreſs 1 it deeply upon our minds. Good reaſon 


have we to ſetile it in our hearts, that as our Lord 
is gone before to prepare a face, for us, fo he will 
ne again to receive us to himſelf, that where he is 
toe W be alſo; that to thoje wha look for him he will 


appear the ſecond time vient fin unte ſalvation. 
Ye $, | 
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come as a thief at unawares, and at fuch an 41 a 


L110, 
% At the deſtined period ſhall return 


He, once on earth, who bled for human gull. 
«© And with him all our triumph o'ef the on 


For then will he change our vile bodies and rende 
them like unto his glorious body, Then wil! + |; 
glorified in his ſaints, and admired in atkthat b:/':, 
7. Let us reſt aſſured then, tho“ e vn 4; 


fer an appointed time, yet in the end it ſhall ſb! 


and ſhall not lie. When the exact period sha 
arrive indeed we know not, nor can we ebe 
to know, fince (as our Lord aſſures vs) it i; 
kept a ſecret not only ſrom all the men upcn 
earth, but likewiſe from all the angels in heaven, 
But this we know, it will only be deferr'd e 
myſtery of God ſhall he finiſbd; till the prophecies 
ſhall be all fulfill'd, and a ſufficient number ge- 
deem'd from among men. therefere any een 
ariſe in theſe laſt days, walking after their own ff, 
and ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his coming” far 
ever fmce the Fathers fell aſleep, all things cant 
as they were : we reply, One day is with the Lord as 


a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as tn diy. 


No time is long or ſhort with him who s 
Eternal: Ae can do the work of a thouſand years 
in one day, and a thouſand years, nay, the 
longeſt time, is no delay to him, He is neten, 
fore flaw concerning his promiſe of coming din, 
Ih fame. men count it fIrwneſs, but be is long-/ii- 


fering to usward, not willing that any ſhould per, 


but rather that all ſhould come to repentance. 

8. But the day of the Lord will come, and win 
it comes it will come ſuddenly and unexpectedly, 
as a thief in the night, fo that when men full ſa) 
peace and ſafety,” then ſudden deſtructian cone 
upon them as travail upon a woman with child, an 


they ſball not eſcape. For behold (fays Jelus) 
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Chin} not the Son 4 Man cometh.—Þle{Jed ts he, 
Ei refore, that watcheth and keepeth his garments, 
% be walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame. FWatch 
Ju, therefore, for we know not-. at what hour ou 
8 [rd doth come. For if we will not watch, he will 
Nome as a thief, and we ſhall not know what hour he 
ill me upon us. I,, like the evil ſervant, we ſay 
h our heart, Our Lord delayeth his coming, and be- 
n to ſmite our fellow-ſervants, and to eat and drink 
aich the drunken, our Lord ſhall come in a day when 
we lool not for him, and in an hour that we are not 


ware of, and will cut us aſunder, and appoint us 
eu portion With hypocrites and unbelicvers. There 
Vall be ꝛbeeping and gnaſbing of teeth. 


The certainty of our Lord's ſecond coming 


[{ which, it ſeems, will not be long deferred, 
and whenever it is, will be ſudden and unex- 


pected, even as the lightening cometh out of the 
Eaſt and in an inſtant ſhineth unto the Weſt) 1 


Hay, the certainty of his coming again being evi- 


dent beyond contradiction or diſpute to all who 
credit the holy Scriptures, I proceed, as was pro- 
poſed, to enquire further into the manner of his 
coming, according to the repreſentation given of 


it in our text. For this too is doubtleſs a ſubject 
of enquiry well worthy the attention of all who 


love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, to whom no- 


thing that particularly concerns him will appear 


trivial or unimportant. 


Conſider we then, 


Secondly, In what form, with what attendants, 
and in what circumſtances he will appear ? 


1. Will God's Eternal Son again for our ſakes 
diveſt himſelf of his glory, relinquiſh his felicity, 
aſume our nature and ſuffer in our ſtead ? Be- 


ing 


N 


_ as it were, great drops of blood 2 In ſhort, will tl: 


having vanquiſh'd his and our enemies upon de 


of 7 every knee ſhould bow, of theſe in heaven, 
0 


L 12 1. 


ing made fleſh, will the Creator of all again be. 
come deſtitute of every earthly accommous 
ſo as not even to have a place where to lay Hi. head, 
tho the very foxes have holes and the birds cf th, 
air have neſts * Will he again endure hungef aud 
thirſt, cold and nakedneſs, wearineſs and . 
ſhip of every kind? Will the ſovereign Lore 
of the Univerſe, and the final Judge of An); 
and of Men, again fuffer himſelf to be appre- 
hended by his creatures, ' arraign'd, tried an 
condemned; to be inſulted, ſpit upon, ſcourre; 
and. crucified ? Will the ever-blefled Jeſus 12:in 
groan under a mountain of guilt, and ſuſtiin the 
wrath of incenſed juſtice, till he is conftrai:'d to 
confeſs, My ſoul is exceeding forrowful, and wats, 


Prince of Life, and the Light of the World 
again ſuffer the pang of death, and go cut“ 
darknels.? 

2. Oh, no ! Theſe days of his humiliation an 
ſorrow are paſt, and will return no more, for 


croſs, and. led them in triumph at his clarict 
wheels when he aſcended far above all heavens, 
in reward of his yictorious ſufferings, he . 
veſted, with power and dominion irrefiſtable an 
eternal, and is raiſed to a throne of glory at the 
Father's right-hand, Becauſe when er u 
the form of God, he emptied himſelf of his honout 
and happineſs, taking the form of a ſervant, 111 
being made in the likeneſs of men; and being fru 
in the faſhion of a man, he humbled himſelf, bc: 
ing obedient unto death, even the death of the e 
wherefere God. alſo hath' highly exalted him, 14 
given him @ name above every name, that at th! 11: 
and thoſe in earth, and theſe under the eart', and 
every tongue ſbauld confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lov 
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the Glory of Gad the Father. And now he reigns 


in bliſs and glory independent and ſupreme, ſo- 
vereign of angels: and of men, King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. The government of the 


univerſe reſts upon his ſhoulders, and all perſons 


and things are at his diſpoſal and under his di- 
3. This dignity and glory of our exalted Lord 
is, however, hid from the world; and hence 


their diſobedience to his commands, contempt.of 


his authority, and neglect of his ſalvation. But 
at his ſecond coming he ſhall be manifeſted and 


diſcovered in all his excellent majeſty and divine 

perfections, and therefore it is called the revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt, For then it will be revealed, to 

the eternal confuſion of his foes, and the perpe- 


tualJoy of his redeemed, what he is and will for 
ever be, Then will he blaze forth 


* In all the ſplendour of the Deity 

« Darken the ſun, confound the brighteſt Rar, 
His Father's image perfectly expreit, - 7 
„The nations then ſhall own him for their God, 


© And the whole world confeſsth' almighty Judge. 


Then will it be ſeen whom they inſulted and re- 
viled, when they ſaid, Hail, King of the Jews,” 
and <5 He ſaved others, himſelf he cannot fave.” 


Then will it appear for whoſe blood they cla- 


moured, when they cried out, Away with 


him, away with him; crucify him, crucify him.“ 
Then will Pilate fee who it was that he con- 


demned to die, and Caiphas whom he charged 
with blaſphemy. Yea, then will the whole race 


of impenitent tranſgreſſors acknowledge, however 
reluctant, the digfity and power of that man, 


whom they refuſed to reign over them. For 


then will he be l the effulgence of his Ha- 


ther s 
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ther*s glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
even as Ged over all, bleſſed for ever, poſſeſſed of 
infinite and unlimited authority, and all poſſible 


perfections! 


— Ah, how unlike | 
The Babe of Bethleem ! how unlike the man 
© That groan'd on Calvary! Vet he it is 

© That man of ſorrows! Ah, how chang'd !” 


4. Concerning this matter we can have no 


doubt at all, the Scripture is fo full and expreſs 


upon the head. The paſſages above quoted, and 
which I need not here repeat, are a ſufficient 


confirmation of it. Our Lord there ſpeaks of 


his ſitting on the right-hand of foxver, and coming in 


_ the clouds of heaven; and again of bis coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory; and 


yet again of his coming in his glory with all his lol 
angels with him, toben he will ſit upon the throne if 
bis glory. I ſhall only add here, juſt ſuch was 
the repreſentation St. John had of his ſecond 
coming, when he ſaw heaven opened, and behold a 


_ white horſe, and he that ſat upon him was called 
Faiihful and True, and in righteouſrieſs doth be judge 


and make war, Hlis eyes were as. a flame of fire, 


und on his head were many crowns, and he had a 


name written which no man knoweth but hinielf. 
and he was clothed with a veſture dipt in blood, 


and his name is called The Mord of God. And out 


of: his mouth goeth a ſharp two-edged ſword, that 


with it he may ſmite the nations, and he ſhall rule 


them with a rod F iron: and he treadeth the wine- 


preſs of the fierceneſs of the wrath of Almighty God. 


And he hath on his veſture, and on his thigh, a nan! 
ritten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD Of 


LoRDs. | | | 
5. What a glorious diſcovery was here afford- 


ed the Apoſtle ! What a grand and moſt ſublime 


deſcription 


le 
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. deſcription does he give us! What an auguſt 


perſonage is here repreſented to our view! But, 
ah! how much more will the repreſentation 
ſtrike us when it is made by Chriſt in perſon, 


and we ſhall ſee him as he is |—Shall fee heaven 


open, and the Son of God in the pomp of Ma- 
jeſty ineffable deſcending !—Shall ſee, 


4% On an empyreal, flying throne, | 

« Awfully rais'd, heaven's everlaſting Son! 

4 Virtue, dominion, praiſe, omnipotence 

« Support the train of their triumphant Prince; 
„Night ſhades the ſolema arches of his brows, 


« And on his cheek the purple morning glows.” 


And now what is all the fulfome pride of human 
greatneſs, and the affected pomp which decorates 


worms of the earth, to-this inherent e and 


ineffable majeſty of the glorious Redeemer 


how does this refulgent Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
thus beaming forth in his meridian glory, eclipſe 
all the borrow'd brightneſs of feeble mortals ! 


Surely all the renown'd Stateſmen, victorious 
Generals, famed Conquerors, powerful Empe- 


rors, and mighty Monarchs which have ever 


dignified the annals of human hiſtory, and 


ſhone with faint rays during the dreary night of 
this world, ſhall diſappear in the preſence of this 
God of Glory, when at the morning of the re- 
ſurrection, the day of Eternity dawns upon us, 
Juſt as the ſtars vaniſh before the riſing ſun! Ah! 


how will all the Kings of the earth, and the great 


men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, be then aſhamed of that vain, 
grandeur, on account of which they valued them- - 
ſelves, and confounded at their fooliſh and un- 
reaſonable pride, while they who pierced him, and 
neglected his great ſalvation, ſhall wail becauſe of 
him! , „n 


| L IF. 3 

6. But further. To give us a ſtill clearer vicw 
of the dignity of our exalted Saviour, and the glory 
of his ſecond coming, beſides his perſonal ex- 
cellencies and divine majeſty, which will be then 
fully diſplay'd, his attendants are likewiſe menti- 
oned in our text, and in other parts of Scrip- 
ture, and therefore ſhould not be paſſed over in 
ſilence, for they will yet more illuſtrate that glo- 
Tious day of his triumph.—We have already ſeen 
how he ſhall be revealed from heaven, which ſhall 
(a8 it were) unfold its cryſtal ports, or cleave its 
_ ſtarry plains aſunder, and diſcover inſtantiy to our 
view a great white throne and him who ſits upon it, 
from whoſe face heaven and earth flee away, and 
there is no place found for them, and at the ſight 
of whom, conſternation, terror and diſmay ſhall 
overwhelm the ungodly, and eternally extinguiſh 
every gleam of comfort and ray of hope. But 
the Apoſtle further tells us in our text, that he 
ſhall be attended with his migbiy Angels, a cir- 
cumſtance which is atteſted by our Lord him- 
{elf in the predictions he gave. while upon earth 
of his ſecond coming (as quoted above) and which 
he likewiſe included in the;xepreſentation of that 
event made to his *ſervants Daniel and John. 
The latter of whom tells us, he ſaw the armics 
of heaven following him upon white horſes, clothd 
an fine linen white and clean; and the former beheld 
thouſand thouſands miniſtering unto him, and ten 
thouſand times 7 thouſand flanding before him. 
' What a glorious retinue have we here! How dif- 
ferent from the twelve poor fiſher-men who at- 
tended, (ſhall I fay ?) or rather deſerted him in 
his days of humiliation! Ah me! in how dif- 
ferent a character, and in what different circum- - 
ſtances, does the Saviour now appear ! 


a4 How 


C 


. 
6% How changed from him who meekly proſtrate laid, 
« Vouchſafed to waſh the feet himſelf had made; 
« From him who was forſook, betrayed, denied ; 


« Who languiſh'd, pray'd, bled, thirited, groaned, 


and died 
6% Hung, pierc'd and bare, inſulted by the foe, 


All heaven in tears above, earth unconcerned be- 
low.“ 


7. Theſe his holy angels will not only accom- 
pany him as attendants upon his perſon, to manifeſt 
his divine power and authority, and to diſplay 
his royal grandeur and magnificence, but Ikewiſe 
as miniſters of his will, to execute his purpoſes 
of love to his people and of wrath to his enemies. 
Theſe, as harbingers of his glory, ſhall prepare the 
way before him, and make ready for the appear- 
ance of the Univerſal Judge! 7 jaw (ſays the 
Apoſtle John) a mighty Angel come down from 
heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a rain-bow was + 
upon his head, and his face was (as it were) the 
ſun, and his feet as picers of fire, and he ſet his 
right foot upon the fed ang hi$ left foot upon the earth, 
and cried with a' loud voice as when a lion roareth, 
aud when he had cried, Me thaynders uttered their 
voices. And he lifted up his hand to heaven, and 
fware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who- 
created heaven and earth and the fea, that there ſhould : 
be time no longer; but the myſtery of God ſhould be 
finiſhed, as he had declared to his ſervants the Pro- 
phets. | De, Se 


And now before, | 


In grandeur terrible all heaven deſcend, 

„% A ſwift archangel with his golden wing, 

* As clouds and blots, that darken and diſgrace - 

© The ſcene divine, ſweeps ſtars and ſuns aſide: 

* And thus, all droſs removed, heaven's own pure day 
e. Full on the confines of our Ether flames.“ 


B 3 | 8. Preparation, 
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8. Preparation being thus made, the Son of 
Man appears in his glory and all his holy angel 
with him. And now he ſends theſe his angel, 
with a great ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall 
gather together his eleft from one end of -heaven to 
the other, And as they are employed, as the 
inſtruments of his good-will and condeſcending 
race to his redeemed, whom they will ſeparate 
rom the world, and. gather as wheat into his 
garner ; ſo likewiſe ſhall they be the miniſters 
of his vengeance to the wicked, whom at the 
time of the general harveft, they ſhall gather to- 
"has lite tares, and bind in bundles to burn then. 
Les, at the end of the world, the Son of Man 
ſhall fend forth his angels, and they ſball gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
who do iniquity, and caſt them into a furnace of 
Fre, there ſhall be weeping and wailing and gnaſh- 

ing of teeth. | | 
9. Another circumſtance mentioned in our 
text attending our Lord's ſecond coming (and 
the laſt I ſhall now take notice of) is, that he 
ſhall be revealed in flaming fire. This partic! - 
lar was alſo repreſented to Daniel, in that ro- 
phetic viſion which God gave him of this grand 
event, He ſaw (as he tells us) his throne like 
the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire, while 
' 8 ream iſſued and came forth from before 
' him. - As of old the Lord rained upon Sodom and 
Gamorrha, brimſtont and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven, and overthrew thoſe cities and all the plain, 
and all the inhabitants of thoſe cities, and that whic) 
grew upan. ther ground, ſo at the conſummation of 
all things, when he: ariſes to ſhake terribly the 
earth, with that fiery. ſtream which iſſues and 
comes forth from before him, he will burn 19 
the earth ꝛuith its increaſe, and melt down toe 
foundations of the mountains; yea, a fire rr * 
: nde 


—— 


. 8 
lindled in his auger, which ſhall burn to the nether- 


moſt hell, ſhall burn and ſhall not be quenched. —W e 
know that the heavens and the earth which now are, 


are by the word of God kept in tore, reſerved unto 


fire againſt the day of judgement and perdition of 
ungodly. men. And when that period arrives, 
while the heavens paſs away with a great noiſe, 
and the elements melt with fervent heat, the earth 
and all its works ſhall be totally burnt up. 


— © At that deſtined hour, | 
« By the loud trumpet ſummon'd to the charge, 
« See all the formidable ſous of fire, 8 
« Eruptions, earthquakes, comets, lightnings, play 
„Their various engines; all at once diſgorge 
« Their blazing magazines, and take by ſtorm 
« 'This poor, terreſtrial citadel of man.” 


10. To add the greater terror to this moſt ter- 
rible period, the Scriptures repreſent it as hap- 
pening at midnight.— At midnight (ſays Jeſus) 
there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom cometh, 


go ye forth to meet him. And perhaps the Apoſtle, 
in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, intimates 


the ſame, where he ſays, Of the times and ſeaſons ye 
baue no need that I ſhould write unto you, for ye 
yourſelves know perfectly, that the day of the Lord ſo 
cometh as a thief in the night, Pis true, this 
cannot be the caſe with reſpect to the whole earth, 
it being always day in one part or other of it: 
But it may be the caſe with regard to thoſe parts 
of the earth which are moſt inhabited, and-have 
been moſt favoured with the light of the Goſpel. 
Whatever happens to the deſerts of America in 
the Weſt, the unenlighten'd Indies in the Eaſt, 
and the immenſe Pacific Ocean lying between 
them, tho' it ſhould be broad day there; yet it 
may be night at gur Lord's ſecond coming with 
reſpect to the moſt populous and conſiderable 

5 parts 
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parts of the earth; I mean Europe, Aſia, Africa 
and the eaſtern parts of America. The inhiabi. 
tants of thoſe parts may be inveloped with the 
diſmal ſhades of darkneſs, when this awful day 
inſtantly blazes forth. So it ſeems our Poet, 
whoſe ſentiments on this ſubject are always as 
Juſt as they are ſtriking, and whom, therefore, 1 
can hardly quote too often, fuppoſed when he ſaid 


At midnight, when mankind are wrapt in peace, 
And worldly fancy feeds on golden dreams ; 

At midnight, *tis preſumed, this ſcene will burſt 
From tenfold darkneſs, ſudden as the ſpark 
From ſmitten ſteel, from nitrous grain the blaze; 
Man ftarting from his couch ſhall ſleep no more.“ 


11. Then, as was repreſented to St. John, 
ſhall there be a great earthquake, and the fun fhail 
become black as ſackcloth of hair, and the moon f ail le- 
come as blood, and the lars of heaven fhall fall wt 
the earth, even as a figtree caſteth her mit:mely figs, 
when fhe is ſhaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven; 
ſhall depart as a ſcroll when it is rolled together, 
and every mountain and i ſſand ſhall be moved out ef 
their place : And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondinan, and every 
free man, ſhall hide themſelves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains, and fhall ſay to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that ſitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is cnt, 
and who ſhall be able to land.” Who, indeed, 
when | 


„ Above, beneath, around, amazement all! 
« Terror and glory join'd in their extremes, 
„Our God in grandeur, and our world on fire!“ 


12. And 


2 1 


12. And now let us turn aſide and ſee this 
olemn ſcene here opened to our view! By the 


| not ſeen, let us contemplate the awful majeſty 
# and terrible grandeur of that day, if our weak 


or our feeble faculties ſuſtain the effulgence of 
its over-powering brightneſs and aſtoniſhing ter- 
E rors.—Ah ! how muſt it ſurprize and alarm the 
E ſecure ſinner, and how Re it ſtrike all men 
with amazement and awe, in the dead of night, 
; bo be ſuddenly awaked out of the repoſe of their 
* WW laſt ſleep, dy the confuſed noiſe and deafening roar 

of trumpets ſounding, thunders grumbling, ſtars 
„ KW ruſhing, elements melting, waves daſhing, the 
| ſea toſſing, and the earth quaking! Ah! how 


uy horrible dread, to hear the ſudden cruſh of 
2. Vorlds, and behold the wreck of univerſal nature 
Eos To lee ] | : | 
er, — Each mountain height 
t of « Outburn Veſuvius ; rocks eternal pour | 
the Their melted maſs, as rivers once they pour'd ; 
ins, « Stars ruſh, and final ruin fiercely drive E 
ver) Her plowfhare o'er creation.“ . 
1 the How will the ſtubborn infidel, who treated 
ain Wieſe diſcoyeries as the inventions of fancy, and 
fees Ihe harden'd ſinner, who deſpiſed. and neglected 
rath Whem; ah ! how will they ftart from the flum- 
% Pers of midnight, the bed of debauching plea- 
ed, ures, or the couch of riot and revelling exceſs, 
wild affright and diſorder, when they ſball be 
i bliged to behold with their eyes (and that by 
diſmal light!) and feel, to their ſorrow, what 
re!“ ey would not once helieve, or wilfully forgot! 
low they can diſbelieve and forget no longer. 
And be great and terrible day of the Lord is arrived. 


« The 


eat fight. Let us ſtand ſtill and conſider this 


help of that faith which is the evidence of things 


ſenſes can endure the dreadful glory of it's light, 


will the ſtouteſt heart fail for fear, and ſink with 
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“ The fatal period, the great hour is come, 


«© And nature ſhrinks at her approaching doom; 


Loud peals of thunder give the ſign, and all 

« His terrors in array ſurround the ball: 

4“ Sharp lightnings with the meteors blaze conſpire, 
& And darting downward ſet the world on fire.“ 


Now the day is actually come which buris as an 
oven, and all the proud (all infidels) and all that d. 
wickedly (all impenitent ſinners) Hall be as flu. 
ble : the day is come that ſhall burn them i, aud 
leave them neither root nor branch, 


I 3 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 2 an alarm 

in the holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of th: 
land tremble, for the day of the Lord cometh, fir it is 
nigh at hand : a day of darkneſs and of gloomineſs ; a 
day of clouds and of thick darkneſs! Jeſus deſcends 
with his holy angels; a fire devoureth before them, 
and behind them a flame burneth. For behold the 
Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it woſte, 
and turneth it upſide down, and ſcattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof The earth mourneth and ſadetb 
away, the world languiſheth and fadeth away, the 
haughty people of the earth do languiſh . Fear, and 
the pit, and the ſnare, are come upon thee, O inba- 
bitant of the land; for the windows from on high are 
opened, and the foundations of the earth do hate! 
The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard, and i 
removed like a cottage, for the tranſgreſſion thereof i 
heavy upon it, and it falls to re no more! See, 
ye blind, the victorious blaze of irreſiſtible and 
all-conquering fire]! It rends the rocks, conſumes 


the foreſts, melts down the mountains, lays ci 


ties, yea whole kingdoms in aſhes, and invelope: 
the whole earth! Behold, it riſes, ſwells, ſpreads 
and overwhelms all with an univerſal deluge 
While, in the mean time, 
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« Blac 


„ 
« Black riſing clouds the thicken'd ether choke, 
« And ſpiry flames ſhoot thro? the rolling ſmoke, 


« With keen vibrations cut the ſullen night, 
« And fireak the darken'd ſky with dreadful light.“ 


Hear, ye deaf, the re-bellowing growl and aggra- 
vated roar of hoarſe-muttering thunder, the 


mighty voice of the great archangel, and the all- 


alarming trump of Gop | Feel, ye ſtout-hearted, 
the earth quaking and opening, the mountains 


trembling and removing, the hills reeling and 


ſinking, the valleys heaving and riſing | Feel, or 
be for ever hardened, the ſhock of conflicting 
elements, and the daſh of ruined worlds! 


14. Awake ! awake! ye ſleepy ſinners ! ſhake 
off your fatal flumbers ! Ariſe from the bed of 
ſloth, and the lap of enchanting pleaſures ! 
Haſte, haſte, and flee for ſheiter from this day 
of wrath and unrelenting fury! If you delay till 


this day overtake you, then, alas ! whither can 


you flee? The carth quakes, trembles, and 


opens under your feet; the ſtorm of divine ven- 


geance lowers and burſts upon your guilty heads, 


and ruin and perdition ſurround you on every 
hand! The frowning Judge, whoſe juſt indig- 
nation you have provoked, and whole almighty 
wrath your fins have kindled, fixes his piercing 
eye upon you, and marks you out as the butt, 


at which he will ſhoot his fiery arrows, and di- 


rect the thunder-bolts of his everlaſting indigna- 
tion. And now *tis in vain to cry to the rocks 
and mountains to fall upon you ang hide you ; 
the rocks and mountains rend and cleave afun- 
der, yea, flee away and leave you deſtitute and 
forſaken, expoſed to all the artillery of omnipo- 


tent fury, and in the midſt of dark and fiery 
torment, | . 


15. Oh, 


L 4 1 

15. Oh, that men were wiſe, that they underſtcl 
this, that they would conſider their latter end ! Oh 
that they would lay theſe things to heart, 2nd 
take heed left at any time their hearts be overcharged 
with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the cares f thi; 
life, and ſo that day come upon them unawares, fir 
as a ſuure ſhall it come upon all them that dwell upin 
the face of the carth! Oh, that they would 
watch and pray always, that they might eſcape thi(, 
things which are coming upon the earth, and ſta! 


before the Son of Man with joy and not with grief. 


SERMON 


on 


t 28.1 


SERMON II. 
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le. i. , . 
The Lord Jeſus ſpall be revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and obey 


not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


will come again, and when he comes, will 
be revealed in all the glory of his majeſty, 
and in all the terror of his juſtice; not properly in 
the character of a Saviour, but in that of a Fudge, 


I being abſolutely certain that our Lord 


to examine into the conduct of all mankind, and 
paſs a final ſentence upon them according to their 


works, —it ſurely concerns all men to lay theſe 
things to heart, and to prepare for his appearing. 
And it equally concerns us not to defer this buſi- 


neſs, not only becauſe what is always reaſonable 
and fit to be done, cannot be done too ſoon ; but 


becauſe a delay may be of the moſt dangerous 
conſequence, for at ſuch an hour as we think not, 
the Son of Man cometh ; and if when he cometh, 

he find us unprepared, we are undone for ever. 
2. And yet (dreadiul to fay !) almoſt all man- 
kind live from day to day in entire forgetfulneſs 
and total neglect of this matter! While every 
thing elſe, however trifling and impertinent, is 
ſtudiouſly and eagerly proſecuted, this is almoſt 
| C univerſally 


MU 
vi. 
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univerſally diſregarded, The toy of buſineſs is 
diligently attended, the phantom of honour un- 
weariedly purſued, the enchantments of pleaſure 
aſiduouſly courted, the dream of amuſement ſo- 
licitouſiy ſought; in ſhort, the things of time 
and ſenſe, tho” tranſitory in their duration, un- 
certain in their ſtay, unſatisfactory in their na- 
ture, and even perplexing in their enjoyment}; 
theſe engage the attention and engroſs the affec- 
tion of high and low, young and old, rich and 
poor.—In the mean time, our immortal intereſts, 
the favour of our God, and the eternal advan. 
tages and pleaſures of religion, are generally buri- 
ed in oblivion and neglected. Unreaſonable i; 
this conduct indeed, but too certainly may it be 
laid to the charge of the generality of mankind, 
whoſe whole behaviour clearly demonſtrates that 
they are more intent upon providing for their mo- 
mentary abode on earth, than their everlaſting 
exiſtence in heaven ; and on ſecuring the favour 
and applauſe of their tellow-worms, than the 
good-will and approbation of their final Judge 
But in this reſpect, let not us follow the multi- 
tude to do evil, to offend our God and throw 
away our own ſouls! Nay rather, thro” grace, 
let us take care to be thoſe perſons whom the 
Lord will acquit and reward at his coming, that 
we may make our appearance at his bar with joy 
and not with grief. | 
3. In order hereto, we ſhould enquire who 
they are whom our Lord. will condemn at his ap- 
pearing, and whether we are found of their num- 
ber, that if we are, we may haſten to eſcape from 
among them, and rank with thoſe who thall ſtand 
approved before the Son of Man. For fatisfac- 
tion on this head, we need only conſider and 
compare ourſelves with the character deſcribed in 
the words of our text, where we are, ny SA 
wo eed, 
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deed, but at the ſame time very clearly and fully 
informed reſpecting this matter. The Apoſtle 


tells us very expreſsly that Chriſt, when he is re- 


vealed, will take vengeance on them that know not 
God, and obey not the guſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chri/t. 
Having then already conſidered the certainty and 
manner of our Lord's ſecond coming, I proceed 
now as was propoſed, 


Secondly, To enquire into the character of thoſe 


who ſhall be condemned at his coming to miſery 


and perdition. The Apoſtle informs us, 


it. They know not Ged. And, 
2dly. They obey not the goſpel. 


And, 1ſt, They #now not God, 


1. There is hardly any ſubject within the whole 
compaſs of religion, concerning which people in 
8 are ſo groſly miſtaken as the knowledge of 

vod. All men profeſs to know God, tho' alas! 
the generality, by unholy tempers and wicked 
works, contradict that profeſſion, and prove them- 
ſelves to be entire ſtrangers to him.—If a man 


have but heard or read a little about the Author of 


his being, if he believe his exiſtence and per- 


fections, he forthwith concludes that he knows 


God, and is very much offended if you preſume 
to call it in queſtion ; tho”, at the ſame time, this 


pretended knowledge has no happy influence up- 
on him, but his ſpirit and behaviour are juſt the 


ſame, one might ſuppoſe they would be, if he 
were a mere atheiſt in the world. 

2. Tho' he profeſſes to be perſuaded of the in- 
finite glory and ineffable majeſty of the eternal 
Jehovah, yet does he not inwardly reverence and 
humbly adore him ; but is light and trifling, 
ſtupid and infeaſible, perhaps, even in his imme- 
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diate preſence, and during the ſolemnity of his 
divine worſhip. Tho' he declares his aſſent to 
the immaculate holineſs and inflexible juſtice of 
the Governor and final Judge of the world, yet 
is he not abaſed and confounded under a ſenſe of 
his ſinfulneſs and guilt, nor does he abhor him- 
ſelf as in duſt and aſhes ; but he is proud and 
impenitent, preſuming upon the goodneſs of his 


heart, if his life. has not been altogether blame- 


leſs, and laying his own righteouſneſs as the 
foundation of his acceptance with God. Tho 


(he thinks) he has no doubt at all of the bound 


leſs mercy and incomprehenſible love of God in 
Chriſt ; yet does he not chearfully truſt him with 
humble confidence, and joyfully praiſe him with 
grateful acknowledgments; the pure flame of di- 
vine love does not glow upon the altar of his 
heart, nor does he devote his body and ſoul as a 
living facrifice to God by Jeſus Chriſt, But, on 
the contrary, he deſponds and repines under dark 
and affliftive diſpenſations of Providence, while 
he ungratefully admits the vain world, Jehovah's 
rival, to ſhare, yea, engrs/s his affections, and 
| Moſt treacherouſly harbours fin and ſatan, the 


Lord's enemies, in the inmoſt receſſes of his ſoul. 


3. So little is he benefited by the knowledge of 
God, But, in truth, what he has is not the 
knowledge of God, for if it were, it would in- 
fallibly produce the effects aſcribed to this prin- 


ciple in the word of God. It would beget in 


him deep humility before God, entire confidence 
towards him, fervent love to him, and univerſal 
obedience; in ſhort, holineſs and happinels, a 
pledge and foretaſte of eternal life. So we learn 
from the ſacred fcriptures. I have heard of thee 
(fays Job) by the hearing of the ear, but now mine 


eye ſet thee ; wherefare I abhor myſelf, and repent 


= 
* 


in d, and hey that know thy name (ſays 


the 


hes — 
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the Plalmiſt) will put their truſt in thee. He that 


loveth not (adds St. John) 4noweth not God, for 
God is lode. And hereby we knew that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. He that ſaith, 
e know him,” and keepeth not his commandments, 


is a liar, and the truth is not in him. From hence. 


it appears, where theſe effects are not, the true 


knowledge of God is not: An empty ſhadow, 


vain reſemblance, or fleeting idea of it there may 


be, but that no more deſerves to be called the 
knowledge of (30d, than the ſhadow, picture, 
or idea of a man, deſerves to be called a man; 
and it can no more enliven, comfort, or purity, 
our ſouls, than a painted fire can refine metals. 


from their droſs, or revive and warm our bodies; 


or than the notion of a candle can illuminate a 


dark room. | 


4. No: the knowledge of God is an endow- 
ment far ſuperior to what the generality imagine; 
more noble in its origin, excellent in its nature, 
and happy in its conſequences. It is born from 
above; it is the fruit of the Spirit of God, ſhin- 


ing within us and enlightening our minds. For 


tho' all the divine perfections, eſpecially his wiſ- 


dom, power and love, beam forth with effulgent 
glory in all his works, particularly in the redemp- 


tion of the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yet 
the eyes of our underſtanding being blinded, We 
ſtill remain deſtitute of the true and ſaving know- ® 
ledge of God, till he who commanded.light to ſhine - 
out of darkneſs ſhine into our hearts, (as the Apoſtle | 
expreſſes it) to give the light of the knowledge of 


his glory, in the face (or perſon) of Chrift Feſus. 


Then, and not before, can we teſtify with St. 
John, e know that the Son of God is, 


bath given us an under/landing to know thre 
and we are in the True Ine, by his don 
This is the true God and eternal life, 


7 


_- 
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J. And as the knowledge of God is deſcended 
from heaven, ſo is its excellent nature equal to its 
diuine original. It is ſuch an impreſſion of God 
upon the ſoul, and ſuch a clear, full and affecting 

diſcovery of him as transforms us, more or leſs, 
into his divine likeneſs. It is the beholding, (as 
St. Paul ſays) with unveil'd face the glory of the 
Lord, in ſuch a manner that we are changed into 
the ſame image, from glory to glory, by the Spirit o 
the Lord © It is thro? the teaching of his word and 
ſpirit, ſuch an acquaintance with God in his being 
and attributes, together with thoſe relations in 
which he is pleaſed to ſtand towards us, as pro- 
duces a correſpondent temper of mind and conduct 
of life in us towards God. . 

6. To be a little more particular. fſt, The 
knowledge of God never fails to humble us before 
him. For it implies ſuch a view of his nature 
and perfections, his ſelf-exiſtence, independence, 
ſovereignty and eternity; his omniſcience, omni- 
potence, juſtice and purity; his greatneſs and 
goodneſs, as manifeſts in the cleareſt light our 
own ignorance and weakneſs, guilt and miſery, 
and lays us in the very duſt in his preſence. 
Moe is me, for I am undone (ſaid Iſaiah) for I an: 
a man of unclean lips, for mine eyes have ſeen the 
King, the Lord of Hoſts. Behold I am vile (ſaid 
Job on a like occaſion) what hall I anſwer thee? 
T will lay mine hand upon my mouth.—We never 
* ſee ſuperior excellence but we are abaſed by the 
compariſon : We never reflect on the perfection 
and happineſs of an holy angel or glorified ſaint; 
nay, we never come into the company of an emi- 
nently holy man, tho' he is ſtill encompaſſed 
with'infirmity, but.we are more or leſs humbled. 


Hoi more then, muſt we be humbled at 
the e in the preſence of that Being, who 
18 theESnelource of perfection and happinels to 


all 


: 
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all his creatures, and in compariſon of whom the 


whole circle of created excellence is no more than 
a drop to the immenſe ocean. And tho? we only 
ſee him thro” a glaſs darkly, while in this world, 
and therefore cannot feel ſuch a depth cf ſelf- abaſe- 


ment, as they feel who fee him as he is, and who, 
covering their faces with their wings, fall proſtrate 


in his preſence, and reſt not day or night, crying, 


« Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hoſts, the whole 


”? Yetin proportion to 


earth is full of thy glory: e whe 
im, we ſhall be aſhamed 


our acquaintance with 


and humbled before him, eſpecially conſidering 


our ſins againſt him, and the corruption and de- 
pravity of our whole nature, which renders us 


utterly unfit for converſe with him, and deſerving 


of his eternal diſpleaſure: Surely a ſenſe of this, 
at leaſt, muſt lay us at his feet, and make us own 


with the Prophet, It :s of the Lord's mercies we are 


not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. 


« loath myſelf when him I ſee, 
And into nothing fall: 

« Am loſt and ſwallow'd-up in thee, 
«© My God, my all in all! 

% My humbled ſoul, when thou art near, 
© In duſt and aſhes lies: 


„% How ſhall I in thy ſight appear, 
* Or meet thy purer eyes!“ 


7. Another never-failing fruit of the knowledge 
of God is confidence in him, They that know thy 
name (ſays the Pſalmiſt) will put their truft in thee. 
Thereaſonof this is evident. They that know him, 
know him to be infinite in wiſdom, and power, 


and goodneſs, They know him to be ſo wiſe as 


to be perfectly acquainted with all their wants, fo. 
powerful as to be well able to ſupply theſe Wants, 


and ſo gracious, that he will withhold"nathing 
good from thoſe that walk uprightly. And tho? 


their 


E 
their ſins againſt him might give them juſt cauſe 
to dicad that wrath which they ſee they have 
merited, and beget in their minds many painful 
ſuſpicions and diſtreſſing fears; yet when they 
know that he hath ſo loved the world as to give his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in hin 
may not periſh, but have everlaſting life: When 
being truly convinced of fin, they believe in 
Chriſt with a faith of the operation of God, and 
are juſtified by the faith of Chriſt : When they 
know God in Chrift reconciling them unto Himſelſ, 
and rot imputing their treſpaſſes to them :—then does 
their dread of God's diſpleaſure give place to a 
ſenſe of his favour, and their doubts and fears 
reſpecting his goodneſs, yield to a confidence in 


his mercy, manifeſted in the pardon of all their 
fins thro? 9222 Chriſt. And then 


— « All the clouds | 
6 Which e conſcious guilt ſpread o'er their ſhudd'ring 
% ſouls, 
« Vaniſh before his reconciling eyes.” 


Thus knowing God as a reconciled Father, 
who has accepted them thro' the Beloved, and 
made them his children by adoption and grace, 
they truſt in him for direction in all difficulties, 
protection in all dangers, ſuccour in all tempta- 
tions, comfort in all troubles, and a ſupply ot all 
their wants, and tho' they know they ſhall not 
be without chaſtiſement (for what fon is he whom 
his father chaſteneth not?) yet do they know 
that their heavenly Father chaſtiſeth them, not wil- 
lingly, but for their profit, and are perſuaded that 
all things ſhall work together for their good, as they 
are conſcious that they love God. 

8. This leads me to mention another particu- 
Jar, never to be ſeparated from the knowledge of 
God, which | is, the love of God, Por ſo ſays St. 


John, 


CA CC TT eee ade ateas 


Ebert NC ET ot EE 


n 
ir 


e e ee 


J ͤ ²˙ 5 erauny ont hon gy 3 


t-33 1 


John, {ove is of God, and every one that loveth is 
horn of God and knoweth God : He that leveth not 
knoweth not God, for God is lobe. When the 
Apoſtle ſays, God is love, he means both that 


God is lovely in himſelf, and alfo that he is loving 


tous. In his own nature he is amiable, excel- 
lent, yea, abſolutely perfect, and to all the crea- 
tures he hath made, to mankind in particular, 
he is infinitely gracious and beneficent: There- 
fore it is in the nature of things impoſſible to be 
acquainted with ſo much beauty and goodneſs, 
and not to love it. Nor ſhall our love to this 
greateſt and beſt of Beings be merely a love of 
e/leem due to his infinite perfections, or even a 
love of deſire ariſing from a ſenſe of our want of 
his preſence and bleſſing; but over and above this, 
we ſhall alſo love him with a love of delight. We 
ſhall take complaccacy in his divine attributes, and 
in thoſe relations in which he is pleaſed to ftand 
to us as our Father and our friend, and find our 
happineſs in his favour and fellowſhip, We ſhall 
be able to adopt the words of Jeremiah, ſaying, 
The Lord is my portion ſaith my foul, therefore will I 
hope in him; or of the Pſalmiſt, The Lord is the 
lot of mine inheritance, and the portion of my cup: 


the lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places, yea, 1 


have @ goodly heritage. | 

9. One thing more I ſhall particularize here 
as a conſtant fruit of the knowledge of God, and 
that is obedience, For he that faith he knoweth God, 


and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 


truth is not in him. So teſtifies the beloved Diſ- 
ciple, and alſo adds, that hereby we know that we 
know him, if we keep his commandments. And the 
ſame is the moſt ſure and infallible proof of our 
love likewiſe, for this is the love sf God, ſays the 
lame Apoſtle, that we keep his commandments ; and, 
he that hath my commandments, and keepeth them 

| (declares 
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(declares the faithful and true witneſs) he it: 
that loveih me. So that a conſcientious care ty 
keep all the commandments of God, even tho: 
which fleſh and blood diilikes moſt, and to walk 
in all well-pleaſing before him from day to day, 
is a never-failing conſequence of our knowledge 
of God, and love to him; and then, and only 
then, Hall we not be aſhamed of profeſſing theſe 
endowments when we have reſpect to all his com- 
nandments, and keep a conſcience void of offence to- 
wards God and towards man. | 

10. And here I cannot but obſerve, upon the 
whole, how well the ſcriptures guard the know- 


ledge of God (which is only another word for 


true religion) on all ſides, againſt the falſe claims 
which deluded men put in tor it from oppoſite 
quarters. The ſelf-righteous Phariſee, who lays 
his own works, of which he has a miſtaken opi- 
nion, as the foundation of his acceptance with 
God, is cut off by the two firſt of the particulars 
I have mentioned, for he is neither abaſed before 
God for his fins, nor has he an humble confi— 


dence in the divine mercy. The third of theſe 


marks, ſhews the emptineſs of the F5rmali/!'s 


boaſt, whoſe lukewarm heart and trifling ſpirit 


teſtify againſt him, that he has not the love of 
God in him. And as for the Antinomian, who 
makes void the law thro faith, and continues in ſn 
becauſe grace abounds, he finds his reproof and 
condemnation in the laſt particular, For tho' e 
fays he knows God (and indeed he has need to ſay 
it, for no one would have inferred it from his 
life,) yet becauſe he keepeth not his commandments, 
we are ſure he is a har, and the truth is not in him. 

11. From this account of the. knowledge of 
God, and its inſeparable effects, it is eaſy to ſee 


who they are that '4#now him not, and of conle- 


quence who they are upon whom Chriſt, at his 
„„ ſecond 
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ſecond coming, will take vengeance. They are 
thoſe who have no higher and better acquaint— 
ance with God, than that which they have at— 
tained by the exerciſe of their natural faculties 
and rational powers, in the conſideration of his 
word and works, having never received the /þ:71t 
of wiſdom and revelation (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
{oh i. 17.) in the knowledge of him. They ar? 
thoſe who have indeed heard of God by the hearing 
of the ear, but have never (as it were) ſeen him by 
Lach, or been inwardly enlightened with a dif- 
covery of his glorious perfections, and therefore 
do not abhor themſelves, and repent as in duſt and 
aſhes : They are thoſe who do not know God in 
Chriſi reconciling them unto himſelf, not :mputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them; and therefore not being 


perſuaded that he is pacrfied towards them after all 


they have done, they do not truit in him as a ten- 
der Father and a faithful Friend, in covenant 
with them through Jeſus Chriſt. "They are thoſe 
who do not behold with open face (the veil of un- 


belief being removed) what manner of love the Ha 


ther hath be/i5wed upon them, and therefore do not 
conſciouſly love him, who hath firſt loved them. 


They are thoſe, laſtly, who perhaps profeſs to 


oo God, but by works deny him, not keeping his 
commandments, or keeping them merely in ex- 
ternal things, and that with reluctance, from a 
principal of ſlaviſh fear, as tho* God were an 
hard maſter, and obedience to him a taſk enjoin- 
ed, which it would be our intereſt and happineſs 
to be excuſed from performing. Upon all ſuch 
will Chriſt, when he is reveal'd, take vengeance. 

I now proceed to the other particular mentio- 


ned in our text, concerning the character of thoſe 


whom our Lord will condemn. 
2dly. They obey not the Goſpel of Chri/2. 
| A few 
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A few obſervations on this, will greatly illul. 
trate what has already been advanced, and enable 
us ſtill better to judge concerning our true ſtate 
and condition, I mean to purſue the ſame 
method I did under the former head, ſhewins 
poſitively what is implied in obeying the Zoſpel, 
that we may infer from thence who they are that 
diſobey it. 8 

1. It will be eaſily underſtood what is meant 
by obeying the goſpel, if we conſider what the 20/. 
pel is. And this may be learnt, in ſome me. 
ſure, even from the original word (tranſlated g 
pel in the New Teſtament) which, it is well 
Known, ſignifies good news or glad tidings. Ac. 
cordingly, what is termed goſpel in the 4th of St, 
Luke, is tranſlated good tidings in the 5 fſt of 
Ifaiah ; and the preachers of the goſpel are re- 
preſented in the ſame chapter (ver. 7th) as bring- 
ing good tidings, as publiſhing peace, as bringing 
good tidings of good, as publiſhing ſalvation. This 
then is the very eſſence of the goſpel, good tidings 
or tidings of good, even of peace and ſalvation, of 
peace with God, and falvation from fin and mi- 
ſery. To explain this a little, 

2. The goſpel brings us tidings of forgiveneßs 
of fins and acceptance with God, of free and full 
juſtification, thro' faith in the Lord Jeſus, It 
allows indeed, nay teſtifies, that „ere is none 
righteous (by nature) no not one, that all have ſin- 
ned and come ſhort of the glory of God, that the 
whole world is guilty before God, and that the wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven againſt all the ungod- 

ineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. And in conle- 
quence of this, it declares, that by the deeds of the 
law ſhall no fleſh living be Juſhified in his fight, But 
then at the ſame time it aſſures us, that God hath 
ſet forth his Son to be a propitiation thro faith in hi, 

Hood, to declare his righteouſneſs (both his pn 

* | an 


| and mercy) for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, 
a ws th prior of ol | 1. affirms, that God 

was in Ghrift reconciling the world to himſelf, not 
imputing. their 1 N unto them; and that he 
hath committed to his ſervants the word of reconci- 
liation. And hence they agree to offer pardoning 
merey to all penitent ſinners, and to bear witneſs, 
that whoſoever believeth on Chriſt doth receive for- 
giveneſs of fins 5- yea, that by him all that believe ara 


juſtified by their own obedience, | 
3. Hence it appears what it is to ohey the goſ= 
pel in this view of it, as it is a maniteſtation of 
pardoning+mercy-.thro* a. Mediator, It is, 1ſt: 
to ſee and {feel ourſelves guilty before God, and 
therefore to renounce all confidence in our own 
righteouſneſs, from a conviction of its inſufficien- 
cy for our juſtification. It is, 2dly, to apply to 
the all-ſufficient merits of our Redeemer, with 
penitent hearts, forſaking our fins, and putting: 
our whole truſt in him for ſalvation preſent and: 
eternal. It is, Zdly, firmly to believe and ap- 
propriate to ourſelves God's gracious promiſes of 
pardon and everlaſting life made to us for his ſake. 
This is implied in believing in Chriſt, and all 
who thus believe, are jaſtiſſed by the faith of Chriſd, 

and, in this reſpect, obey the goſpel. Th 
4. Indeed we cannot thus believe of ourſelves; 
but then for our comfort the goſpel is further a 


this faith in us, witneſs this juſtification to our 
ſouls, and ſanctifying our nature, to reſtore us to 
that image of God in which we were ori 
created. It ſuppoſes that our ins have ſeparated 
between us and God, and cauſed him to hide his face 
frem-us, whence ws are alienated from the life of 
Cod, and even dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. It takes 
tor granted/(and well it may, for it is matter of 


daily 


juſtified from all things, from which they could not by 


diſpenſation of the Spirit of God given to work 


ginally* 


N 


moſt pernicious ſtreams are perpetually flouig; 


; 8 a view to its removal, it informs us that :; 


Lord, we become one ſpfrit with bim, and ve 
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daily and univerſal obſervation, confirmed by e. 
perience,) that we are altogether depraved 200 
polluted thro” fin, inſomuch that every ima. 
lion of the theughts of our hearts is only evil, mi 
that continually : from which corrupt fountain! 
ſo that we are earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, al 
our tempers, words, and works being in direc; 
oppoſition to the law of God;—But then, not— 
withſtanding, yea becauſe of this depravity and 
ruin of our once pure and perfect nature; and, 


hriſt died for our fins, ard reſe again for 3 0 
i fication, ſo being exalted to the Father's right hai! 


he hath received the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, whi | 


he /heds forth abundantly on the children of mes, 
inviting all hat thirft, yea, and whoſecuer til 
to come and partake of it. 
5, Now this ſpirit is an univerſal remedy for 
all the diſorders of our fallen nature. —Hereby 


| 22 , 
the darkneſs is removed from our minds, and 
the hardneſs from our hearts ; our underſtanding 


is enlightened, our will ſubdued, our affections 
ſet upon things above, and all our unhoy tem- 
pers and corrupt inclinations purged away, Here. 
by we die unto fin, and live unto righteouſneſs ;, fil 
off the old man, and put on the new, By this, tl 
divine nature is communicated to us, and th 
divine image ſtampt upon us; we are transform. 
ed into the likeneſs, and conformed to the vi 
of God, Here wiſdom lights her lamp, anc 
from hence love kindles her fire: This feeds the 
flames of devotion, and without this, prayer and 
praiſe are cold and lauguid. By this, the lie 0! 
God is opened in the foul, and the kingdom ©: 
God ſet up in the heart. Being joined to the 


dwell in him and he in us. In a word, bevel 
9 5 ; | | F 


[395 ] 


is brought down upon earth, and an earneſt of 


our future inheritance is given us, until the ful! 
redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. 

6. But be it obſerved, tho' this ſpirit more or 
leſs enlightens and ſtrives with all, (as appears 
not only from ſcripture, but alſo from experience, 
all men, the moſt ahandoned not excepted, hav- 
ing, at one time or an other, felt ſome remorſe on 


account of fin, and ſome Veſire after holineſs,) 


yet in theſe his faving influences, he is only im- 
parted to thoſe who follow his drawings, and 
comply with his deſign. For this ſpirit of light 
and love does not operate upcn us as if we were 
inanimate matter, lifeleſs and inactive, but as ra- 
tional creatures, endowed with'a power to yield 


1, or refit his ſacred operations. Accordingly, 
we are exhorted not to grieve or quench the holy 


ſpirit of God, by oppoſing his work ; but, on 


the contrary, working with him to mortify the deeds. 


of the body; that we may live. And living in the 
ſpirit, we are further directed to walk in the ſpirit, 


that is, to ſuffer ourſelves to be led by him into | 


all truth, holineſs, and happineſs, that we ma 


bring forth all his bleſſed fruits, and abound in 


every holy temper, word, and-work.—And this 
is the very thing implied in cbeying the goſpel in 
_ ſecond view of it, as it is a diſpenſation of the 
Spirit. £ | 1 

7. Thus ſhall we be obedient to the goſpel in 


every other reſpect. We ſhall be delivered (as 


it were) into the mould of its d:&pines, every 
feature and lineament of it being inſcribed upon 
us. We ſhall revere its threatenings, and ſteadi- 
ly guard againſt that temper and conduct which 


would expoſe us to them. We {hall obey all its 


commands with fidelity and chearfulneſs, rejoicing 
hereby to ſhew our love to our glorious Redeemer, 
We ſhall cordially embrace its exceeding great and 
| D 2 25 


5 precious 
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precious promiſes, earneſtly deſiring and expectin; 
their full accompliſnment. And, in the mean 


time, we (hall calmly, yea and: joyfully, ſuffer all 
the obloquy, reproach, and perſecution to which 


our profeſſion may lay us open, #nowrng that or 


reward is great in heaven. Laſtly; for this reward, 
with all the bliſs and glory prepared for the chil- 
dren of God, we ſhall patiently wait, longing 
and looking for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt from hea- 


ven, to put a final period to our time of trial and 


ſuffering, and receive us to-himfelf, that where he i; 
we may be alſo. | 


Theſe particulars might have been enlarged 
upon for the further illuſtration of this head; but 
as this would open up too macht matter to be 
comprized'in one ſermon ; I beg leave to ſum up 
what has” already been advanced by way of en- 


5 


iſcourſe., 


1; And I aſk thee, then, whoſoever thou art 
| that readeſt theſe lines, Haſt thou the found- 
ation of all true religion, doſt thou know the only 


true God? Has he been revealed to thy inmoſt 
ſoul by his holy Spirit in all his divine perfec- 
tions? And bas this manifeſtation of him been 
effectual to transform thee (in ſome meaſure at 
leaſt) into his image, and render thee a true fol- 
lower of God? Has it humbled thy pride and 


covered thee with ſhame, ſcattered thy fears and 


inſpired thee with confidence, deſtroyed thy idols 
and united thy heart to the ſource of all beaut) 
and goodneſs? Doſt thou know him in his Hi 
and ſuſtire, and art thou convinced of ſin?— In 


his viercy and love, and art thou reconciled to 


him? Has he diſcovered himſelf to thee as thy 
Frienu, who: is pacified towards thee after all thou 


haſt done i As thy Father, who has made thee 


his 


Bi and ſo conelude this plain but intereſting 
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his child, and given thee the ſpirit of adoption 


in thy heart? And as thy God, who has taken 
thee into covenant with himſelf, thro' Chriſt, and 
is become thy portion and treaſure in time and 
in eternity? „ . 

2. J aſk further, Doſt thou not only know the 
only true God, but 2 Chriſt alſo whom he hath 


ſent, the only mediator between God and man, 


in whom dwelleth the fulneſs of the godhead, 
and in whom alone there is ſalvation for a loft 
world? In other words, Doſt thou hey the g 
hel, and is it become the power of God to thy ſalva- 


tion? Haſt thou ſeen and felt thy. abſolute need 


of the incomparable bleſſings it offers, free juſti- 


fication through the blood of Chriſt, and entire 


ſanctification by the Spirit of God? And haſt 
thou accounted tidings of theſe unſearchable- 


. riches of Chriſt, glad tidings of great joy? Naſt 


thou beheld thyſelf to be a guilty, helpleſs, pe- 


riſhing ſinner, condemned by thy own conſcience, , 
accuried by God's holy law, expoſed to his flerce 
wrath, and obnoxious. to eternal miſery ?—In this. 
wretched ſituation, haſt. thou eagerly heard, and 
joyfully believed, the moſt gracious proclamation : 


of pardon, made, by the Ambafladors of the King 
of Heaven? Haſt thor believed in Chri/?, that thou 
mighteſt be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt? And goſt 
thou daily evidence the truth of thy faith by thy 


works? Profeſſing to be juſtified by Ch;i/t, art 


thou not found a ſinner continuing in ſin, but be- 


ing made free from fin, art thou become a ſervant to 
righteouſneſs Haſi thou received the Holy Ghoft: 
Vince thou believed/?, and has that ſpirit of grace 


enlightened, quickened, and purified thy foul ? 
Doſt thou live and walk in the Spirit, and is th 


converſation ſuch as becometh the goſpel ? Doſt thou: 
walk wortby of the _ uUnto all pleaſing, being 


3. Jrutitfu?" 


* 


ca 


Funitful in every good work, and encreaſmg in 11: 


as he does not unto the world; and thou 


6 


knowledge of God? | 

3. Be it known unto thee, whoſoever thou art, 
of whatever ſentiment, of whatever denomina- 
tion, of whatever party, if thou canſt not anſwer 
theſe queſtions in the affirmative, if thou doſt not 
know God and obey the goſpel, as has been de- 
ſcribed, thou art at preſent moſt certainly one of 
thoſe upon whom Chriſt, when he cometh, will 
take vengeance. But, bleſſed be God, thou 
doſt not need to remain ſuch, Thou haſt it in 
thy power, thro? the tender mercy of our God, 
to acquaint thyſelf with him and be at peace, that 
after all, good may come unto thee. . Only let there 


be no delay: forthwith come out from among the 
wicked, er anos and touch not the unclean thing, 


and he will recerve thee, and will be a Father unto 


thee. Draw nigh to God, thro* Chriſt, in that 


new and living way of faith, which he hath conſe- 
crated for thee, and he will draw nigh to thee : he 
will here thee his glory : will manife/t _— zo thee 

alt know 
him, whom to know 7s life eternal, while the 


goſpel of Chriſt is the very gate of heaven to thy 
_ believing ſoul, | 


: 
? 
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SERMON III. 


OY —_— 


2 THESS. i. 7, 8, 9. 
The Lord Feſus fhall be revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 


vengeance on them that know not God, and obey 
not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who 


| ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 


given us, by the Apoſtle, of the revela- 
tion-of Jeſus Chriſt, and the eternally aw- 
ful conſequences of it, he repreſents our Lord's 
ſecond coming to be rather in order to the ſalva- 


I, I: is remarkable, that in the account here 


tion of his own people, than the puniſhment of 


the wicked. For tho' he mentions his taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the goſpel, yet it ſeems this ſhall be 
done, as it were, by the by, ſince (as he de- 
clares in the Toth verſe) the end, the principal 
end of his coming is, that he may be glorified in 
his ſaints, and admired of all that believe. 
2, How plain is it from hence, as well as from 
a thouſand other conſiderations, that mercy is 
our Lord's darling attribute, and that judgment 
is his ſtrange work. He delights to diſpenſe par- 
cons and confer rewards ; but it is with reluct- 
5 „ WES 
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goſpel. 


E „„ 


ance that he paſſes ſentence of condemnation, 0. 
inflicts puniſhment on any. From the Apoſtles 
manner of repreſenting the matter, one would 
conclude that he would much rather pals the 
poor wretches by, did not the unchangeable pcr. 
fections of his nature, the divine authority of his 
laws, and the unalterable rights of his govern. 
ment, oblige him to take notice of them. But 
inaſmuch as all his other attributes muſt be ma— 
nifeſted and honoured, as well as his love, his 
law magn fied, and the equity of his government 
maintained; therefore he muſt and will render 15 


every man according to his works : to them who, 1; 


patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for pling, 
Honour, and immortality, eternal life ; but to thin 
that are contentious, and ds not obey the truth, bit 
obey unrighteaufneſs, indignation and wrath, tribu— 
lation and anguiſh upon every foul of man who ve. 


eth evilg of the Few fir/?, and alſo of the Gentil, 


for there is no reſpect of perſons with God, As cer- 


tainly as he will account his ſaints 2worthy through 
the worthineſs of Chriſt, of the kingdom for which 
they ſuffer, ſo certainly, when he is revealed, with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, will he take ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not the 


In two former diſcourſes on theſe words, the 
certainty and manner of our Lord's ſecond com- 
ing, as alſo the chara#er of thoſe he will then 


condemn, have been particularly conſidered. 1 


now proceed, as was propoſed, to ſhew 


HI. The nature and duration of their mi- 
fery. But that we may juſtify the ways of God 
to man, and prevent any abuſe which might be 
made of this 2 5 to the diſparagement of the. 
divine goodneſs, I think it proper to premiſe a 
few words concerning the reaſon of their con- 
demnation and puniſhment. | | 
| I, This 


+ 
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1. This is ſignified in the words of our text 


BE which ſpeak of Chriſt's „“ taking vengeance on 
them,“ and “ puniſhing them.“ The expreſ- 
ſions (eſpeeially in the Greek, 0g exdinnon,” 
dem rioron, ) intimate an unbecoming and in- 
jurious conduct in them towards God, which 
being examined into, they now receive the due 
reward of their deeds, Enquire we then what 
their conduct has been, and we ſhall eaſily ſee the 
reaſon of their miſery. And here I do not men- 
tion their violation of the law of innocence or 
EF covenant of works, made with our firſt parents 
before their fall, becauſe the ſcripture no where 
(that I remember) repreſents this as the cauſe of 
the condemmation of any at the day of judgement. 


But with our Lord, I obſerve, This is the con- 


demnation (the reaſon of the condemnation of thoſe 
8 who'periſh) thut ligbt is come into the world, and 
men lie durtneſs rather than light, their deeds being 
| wil; They rejected the council of God againſt them- 
ſeldet; they neglected the goſpel ſalvation; they 
would not come unto Chriſt that they might have life; 
they refuſed him to reign over them ;_ they buried 


(inftead* of improving) their-talent' of light and 
power, ſliglited the divine mercy, counted the blood 


| of the covenant a common thing (i, e. they trifled 


— 


with and abuſed itz) and did final deſpize to the. 


| Sprrit off Grace, and, therefore, they are con- 


demned'; or, in the language of our text, Chriſt 


takes vengeance on them becauſe they knew not 
Cod, when they might have known him, and 
| cbeyed: not ibe goſpel, whereas they might have 


been obedient unto it. Or, in plainer words ſtill, 


he dooms tllem to everlaſting fire; not becauſe 
he appointed them to wrath, and decreed their 


dimnation before they were born, but becauſe he 
would have faved them, and they would not, chuſ- 


ing deathirather than life, and curſing rather than 


bleſſing | 2. It 


[5:46] 


2. And that you may be able to form ſom: 
idea (tho? after all it will. be faint and inadequate) 
of the divine juſtice manifeſted in their puniſh. 
ment, conſider both the conduct of God toward, 
them, and theirs in return towards him: Conft. 
der the love of the Father in giving his only be- 
gotten Son, and expoſing him to the moſt dread- 


ful ſufferings and ignominious deach for thoſe 


wretched ſinners, who had abuſed his mercies, 
broken his laws, trainpled under foot his authv- 
rity, and rebelled againſt his government: Con- 
ſider the Son of God emptying himlelf of bus 
glory and happineſs, aſſuming our frail nature in 
its meaneſt form, and at laſt ſubmitting to pain 
and ſhame in their greateſt extremities z and al! 


| this for his hittereſt enemies, who flghted his 
dying love, refuſed. his mild government, and 


even embrued their hands in his moſt precious 


blood, or daily crucified him atreſh : Conſiler 


the holy Spirit of grace operating in various ways, 


and at different times; enlightening, awakening, 
convincing ; alarming with fear, allurin 


g with 
hope, drawing with love; comforting in trouble, 
ſtrengthening in weakneſs, ſuccouring in tempta- 
tion; and this with a view to beget repentance, 
faith, and holineſs in the ſoul, as a ſpirit of adop- 
tion to cry in us“ Abba, Father,” to ſeal us to 


the day of redemption, and give us an earneſt of 
3 . * * . } 
our future inheritartce in our hearts: Conſider 


him as perſiſting in tbeſe kind offices, notwith- 
ſtanding all the neglect, contempt, and contume- 
Ty wherewith we treat him; notwithſtanding we 
ſhut our eyes againſt his light, ſtop our ears to 
his calls, flight his love, reje& his favours, and 
quench his motians ; inviting the moſt impure 
luſts and diabolical tempers, to ſupply the place 
of his ſpiritual graces, and entertaining the foul 
fiend of hell in the inmoſt receſſes of our ſows 
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which ſhould be kept ſacred to this heavertly in- 
habitant, - In ſhort, conſider the amazing plan 
of our redemption from firſt to laſt, in all its 
wonderfel variety, in all its myſterious grace: 
Conſider the abyſs of guilt and miſery where it 
finds us, and from whence it delivers us; the 
height of bliſs and glory to which it advances us, 
and in which it eſtabliſhes us; together with the 
aſtoniſhing procels of divine love in the accom- 
pliſhment of this great and good work, In a 
word, conſider the greatneſs of this ſalvation 
provided for us, and offered to us in the goſpel ; 
and then ſay what puniſhment, what torment do 
they deſerve, and from an holy and juſt God 
mult they meet with, who neglect and reject it | 

3. From a % God I ſay, for they have 
doubtleſs nothing further to expect from his 
mercy and goodneſs. The ſun of divine love is 
now for ever ſet upon them. It ſhone indeed with 
effulgent brightneſs during the whole day of life, 
tho” it was never ſuffered to enlighten their minds 
or warm their hearts, clouds of prejudice, exhal- 
ed from their ſenſual fouls, obſcuring its beams, 
and the thick vail of unbelief excluding its light; 
but it will now ſhine no more! It has now re- 
ſigned them to the ſcorching fire of divine wrath, 
which (however reluctant they may be) will ef- 
fectually enlighten and warm them; but, ah 


with how different a flame | with how diſmal a 


ligt! The ſtreams of divine grace, which long 
watered their ſtill-barren ſouls in vain, are now 
run out, or rather diverted into a more fruitful! 
foil, and ſtreams of indignation are directed, by 
infinite juſtice, to flow in upon and eternally 
overwhelm them. 52 
4. Being awakened out of the long ſleep of 
death by the tremendous found of the trump of 
God, they are ſummoned to appear before the 


awful 


n — 
— 


— - 


awful tribunal-of the Univerſal. Judge. A orc; 
White throne is erected, and he who is the def: 
of nations and the joy; of angels, ſits upon jt, 
- His head and his hair are. white as ſnow, and hi; 


as if they burned in a furnace, and his voice as iy 
found of many waters. In his right-hand he carrics 


' ſeven: flars, out of bis mouth gocth a ſharp two-edrel 
ſtuord, and bis countenance is as the fun ſhining in hi; 


«© But if reſentment redden their mild beams, 


* On one the ſword of juſtice fiercely bright.” 
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eyes as a flame / fire; his feet like unto fine Lraj;, 


Alrength, 


« Where'er ſerene, he turns propitious eyes, 
«© We find a newly open'd paradiſe: 


«© The Eden kindles, and the world's in flames; 
On one hand knowledge fhines with pureſt light; 


; Before this glorious perſon, to whom the Father 
hath committed all judgment, and who hath all 


power in heaven and on earth, trembling and re- 
luctant they make their appearance, and receive 
their final ſentence at his bar. I 


5. The books being opened, and every ſecret 


| thing brought to light, all their thoughts, words, 


4 — 
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and works paſs in review before him, and under- 


go a ſevere ſerutiny. And thus all their tran(- 


greſſions and defects being diſcovered in all their 
-aggravations, they are recampenſed in exact pro- 


portion to their demerits. For ſince they reject- 
ed ilie ſatis faction made by Chriſt, and there re- 
maineth no other ſacrifice for ſin, divine and in- 
finite juſtice arreſts their guilty ſouls, and confines 


them in the dark priſon of hell, till they have 


ſatisfied all its demands by their perſonal ſuffer- 


ings, which, alas! they can never do, They 
muſt therefore ſink for ever under the enormous 
- weight of that dreadful curſe; which, with reſpect 


to them, Chriſt bore in vain, and muſt reim- 


burle 


tions, 


bliſhi 


I, 
by w. 


tincti. 


heir 
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-burſe (if I may fo ſpeak) by an increaſed miſery, 
all the expenſe which divine goodneſs has been 
at with them. The love and mercy which was 
ſhewn theſe wicked wretches, the blood which 
was ſhed for them, the grace which was conferred 
upon them, ſhall all be conſidered, and as they 
will demonſtrate in the blackeſt light, their in- 


gratitude and obſtinacy, ſo will they greatly in- 


hance their condemnation, and aggravate their 
| torment | Having thus manifeſted their deſert of 
the puniſhment provided for them, that it is a 


| mercy, I proceed, as was propoſed, to ſhew, | 


Secondly, The nature and duration of their 
| miſery. Oa:this I ſhall 1ſt, make ſome general 
| obſervations, by way of explaining the text and 
| eſtabliſhing the doctrine. e [S655 
2|dy, I ſhall take a more particular view of this 
miſery, 8 „ 


to ſaints and ſinners. 


And iſt, I am to make ſome general obſerva- 
tions, by way of explaining the text and eſta- 
bliſhing the doctrine. | 5 
1. The Apoſtle calls their miſery deſtruction, 
by which 'tis plain he does not mean ** the ex- 


tinction of their being,” or the annihilation of 


their nature, becauſe this ſenſe of the word is 
ontrary to the general tenor of the ſcriptures, 
hich repreſent the wicked as not only exiſting 
iter the day of Judgement, but as ſuffering the 
noſt exquiſite torture. But by this expreſſion we 
re plainly to underſtand what is infinitely worſe 
han annihilation, viz. Iſt, The utter ruin of their 
nee holy and happy nature, with the final death 
all their comforts e hopes; and 2dly, 

7-1 4 


debt owed them by impartial juſtice and deſpiſed 


2dly, Shall conclude with an earneſt addreſs 


The entire perverſion of all their powers and fi. 
. culties, which are naw only employed in render. 


come to take a nearer view of this miſery, I%hi anc 
.no more of them at preſent, but obſerve, | 


{ 40 3] 


ing themſelves moſt compleatly wretched. Mean. WE for; 
ing to enlarge on theſe two particulars, when | WF city 


2. Their deſtruction is ſaid to be from the pu. an 

a 5 o . « 14 a £ 
ſence 0 the Lord. This intimates to us what is WF 4 
the chief ſource of their ruin and miſery, viz, 


tha 
their baniſhment from the gracious preſence of W of 
God, their excluſion from his favour and fellow. tua] 
ſhip. In conſequence of original fin, and becauſe mir 
they rejected the garments of falvation, pro- and 
vided by Chriſt, and offered in the Goſpel, there. aba 


fore they are found, at the day of judgment, to 


deſtitute of the divine image, that ſplendid and rag 
comely apparel which is the glory of the hoh to « 


angels, and which was once the chief ornament WF py 
and happineſs of man in his primeval ſtate. The dov 
rotten and filthy rags of their own righteouſnes, dra. 
which they had taken pains to patch together and WWF of 


throw over their ſinful ſouls, only ſerve to increale WWF of t 


their deformity, and manifeſt fill more their ſn WW inhe 
and ſhame. They cannot hide their pollution per 
and defilement. In ſpite of all their endeavours, WF ter] 


they appear polluted with the guilt of innumer- of « 


ble tranſgreſſions, and all over defiled with iniquity, WF 5 
whoſe fatal leproſy hath ſpread its loathſome in- {nc 
fluence throughout their whole ſouls, and woe. ther 
fully enfeebled all their powers. 2 

3. They are, therefore, objects of divine di: 
approbation and abhorrence. The Ged who mai 


them will not have mercy on them, and he who forma excl 
them will ſhew them no favour. They are exclude tern 
the favour of Jehovah, which is better than lie I e 
which diffuſes light and joy thro' the happy e may 
gions of immortality, and baniſhes every ſhadoWt chie 
of evil far from their peaceful dwellings. Ti in h 


are debarred all communion with, and reh 
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che Father of their ſpirits, and the God of all 


conſolation and good hope, who is the only true 
and laſting ſource of felicity to his intelligent off- 
| ſpring. They are even ſhut out of the bliſsful 


city, denied all fellowſhip with faints and angels, 
and baniſhed far from the dwellings of liberty 


1 and oe into the dreary territories of miſery and: 
= anguiſh. | 

x 1 Thus being immenſely removed from all 
that is holy and happy, and deſerted of the dun 
of Righteouſneſs, the light and life of the ſpiri- 
$ tual world; midnight-darkneſs overwhelms their 
minds, a furious ſtorm is raiſed in their paſſions, 
and wandering about in endleſs perplexity, and 
abandoned to everlaſting deſpair, they are toſſed 
to and fro by the tempeſtuous hurricanes, and 
= raging flames of thoſe ſulphureous regions; and 
to compleat the ruin of their once holy and hap- 
| py nature, the hedge of their ſouls being broken. 
| down (I mean, the divine protection being with- 
| drawn) they are expoſed to the deſolating ravages: 


of the devil and his angels, thoſe wild beaſts 


| inhoſpitable realms, overſpread with a gloomy and 
| perpetual night, lay the garden of the Lord u 
| terly waſte, and. root up and deſtroy whatever 


of the infernal foreſt, who ranging forth in theſe 


of excellence may remain. 


5. But this phraſe—deftrudion from the pre- 


| fence of the Lord, may be alſo underſtood in ano- 
| ther ſenſe. It ſeems not only to ſignify the mi- 
ſery conſequent, in the nature of things, upon 

their baniſhment from God's gracious preſence, 


their ſeparation from ſaints and angels, and their 


excluſion out of the heavenly city (generally 


termed their puniſhment, of loſs concerning which 
[1 cannot now ſpeak particularly :) It likewiſe 
may be conſidered as intimating, if it does not 
chiefly intend, that God himſelf, as he is preſent 


in heaven in all his love and goodneſs, as an in- 
. exhauſtible 
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exhauſtible ſource of felicity to his people, a8 4 
never-failing river of pleaſure, where they may 
take large and repeated draughts of bliſs ; —ſo is 
he preſent in hell, in his infinite juſtice and al- 
mighty. wrath, as an unfathomable ſea of liquid 
lire, where the wicked mult drink in everlaſting 
torture. For as it is the preſence: of God in his 
goodxeſs, which diffuſes light and joy through the 
happy regions of immortality, fo it is the preſence 
of God m his vengeance, which ſcatters darkness 
and woe thro' the dreary realms of miſery, As 
heaven would be no heaven if God did not there 
nianifeſt his lee; fo hell would be no hell, if 
God did not there diſplay his wrath. It is the 
preſence and agency of God, which gives every 
thing virtue and efficacy, without which there 
can be no life, no ſenſibility, no power. —God is, 
therefore, himſelf. preſent in hell, to fee to the 
puniſhment of theſe rebels againſt his government, 
that it may be adequate to the infinity of their 
guilt. His fiery indignation. Aindles, and his in- 
cenſed fury blows the flames of their torment, 
while his powerful preſence and operation main- 
tains their being, and renders all their powers 
malt, acutely ſenſible; thus ſetting the keeneſt 
edge upon their pain, and making it cut moſt in- 
tolerably deep! ALLELES Gu 

6. Nay. further: it ſeems implied in the next 
expreſſion in our text, from the glory of his power, 
that he will exert all his divine attributes to the 
utmoſt, to make them as wretched as the capacity 
of their nature will admit. He will eſpecially glo- 
rify his power, and render it illuſtrious in their 
damnation.—Gladly would he have glorified his 
rich grace in pardoning their complicated guilt, 
and his almighty power in reſtoring them to bis 
image, that they might have been raiſed to 2 
ſhare in his throne: But deſpiſing his great ſalva- 
tion, they would not come unto: Chriſt that they 


might 
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1 

might have life. And now, nothing remains but 
that he glorify himſelf in their miſery, ſince they 
refuſed that happineſs which he would have con- 
| ferr'd upon them, to the manifeſtation of his own 
glory. For he muſt and will be glorified one way 
or another in all his creatures; and with reſpect 11 
to theſe ungrateful and diſobedient wretches, he 41 
has but one way left in which he can be glorified, . 
and that is, to reward them according to their 
E works, by recompenſing their ingratitude and diſ- 
E obedience upon their own guilty heads. 
J. Thus (as the Apoſtle teſtifies) Rom. 9, 
| while he makes known the riches of his glory in the 
| veſſels of mercy, which he hath afore prepared 
unto glory, he will alſo ſhew his wrath, and make | | 
| his power known, in the veſſels of wrath, fitted (by 1 
their own wilfu! and unneceſſitated impenitence); | 4 
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or deſtrudtion, after he has ff endured them with : 
| much long ſuffering. Shew his wrath and make his 
| power known! dreadful expreſſions! what an un- 
| fathomable depth of woe do they imply! Ah! 
| milerable creatures, in whom God will ſhew how. 21 
| ſeverely he can'puniſh, and what a fierce fire of þ1 
| wrath his almighty power can kindle ! Surely as * 
the condition of the ſaints muſt be inconceivably - 
| joyful, in whom God will make known (as the i] 
| Apoſtle. has it) the riches of his glory, i. e. diſplay. 1 
how gloriouſly rich he is in goodneſs, and to what 9 
2 pitch of honour and happineſs his omnip tence - 1 
can raiſe the objects of his love! ſo, on the other. 1 
| hand, the ſtate of theſe wretches muſt be equally. . 
lamentable | Unhappy creatures! from what an x 
height of glory and felicity, into what a depth of 
infamy and miſery have they knowingly and wil. - 
fully plunged themſelves ! And now. | 
„Their dire puniſhment is ever ſtrong, 
Their conſtitution too, for ever young; 
** Curſt with returns of vigour {ill the ſame, , 
At once to bear and ſatisfy the flame: 1 
| E z 6 Stall: 


Still they are caught, and ſtill they are purſued; 
«© They ſuffer kill, and ſtill they are renewed.” 


8. For the Apoſtle tells us, their deſtruction 
will be eternal; 'a declaration which is confirm'q 
by many other paſſages of Scripture. One or two 
I ſhall now produce as a ſpecimen of the reſt, 
Thus Daniel aſſures us: They hall (viz. at the 
general reſurrection) awake to everlaſting ſhame and 
contempt, even as the faints ſhall ariſe 7 everlaſting 
life -' they ſhall go away into everlaſiing puniſhment, 
fays the faithful and true witneſs, even as th: 
righteous ſhall go into life eternal. And indeed the 
eternity of their miſery ſeems a natural conſe- 
quence of what has been advanced in the two laſt 
_ Paragraphs. For if God will diſplay in them {as 

has been obſerved) the infinity of his juſtice, the 
ſeverity of his wrath, and the onmrpotence of his 
power, then muſt their puniſhment be everlaſting, 
becauſe their nature being finite, it does not ap- 
pear how he can do this in any limited duration of 
time, however long. And thus what is wanting 
in the degree of their miſery, is made up by its c- 
tinuance. And for the fame reaſon, among others, 
we conclude, the happineſs of the righteous ſhall 
be eternal, becauſe in them God will manifeſt the 
infinite riches of his love and goodneſs, which 
conſidering the finite capacity of their nature, he 
cannot do in leſs than a boundleſs eternity. 

9. If need were, I might add in confirmation 
of this doctrine, diſputed by few, that as the holi- 
neſs and obedience of the ſaints, ſtill continue 
and encreaſe in heaven, and therefore there muſt 
be the fame and greater reaſon for their being re- 
warded with bliſs and glory, when they have 
been millions of- ages in happineſs, than when 
they firſt entered the gates of Paradiſe , fo, thc 
depravity and diſobedience of the wicked ſtill con. 
tinuing and encreaſing, there muſt be the very 
fame, yea, and greater reaſon for their punilt- 


ment, 


1 


ment, when they have been millions of ages in 
torment, than when they firſt departed accurſed 
into carr why fire! They muſt be perpetually 


ſwelling their enormous ſum of guilt, and. ſtil] 
running deeper,. immenſely deeper in debt to. di- 
vine and infinite juſtice; God having as much 
right to, and as certainly claiming their obedience 
in hell, as the obedience of his ſaints in heaven. 
For it is, in the nature of things, impoſſible he 
ſhould diſpenſe with the allegiance of any of his 
creatures. Hence, after the longeſt imaginable 
period, they will be ſo far from having diſcharged 
their debt of puniſhment, that they will find more, 


infinitely more due than when they firſt began to 


ſuffer | Dreadful this indeed | but too true! 
10. Indeed, the compariſon drawn from the 
happineſs. of the ſaints, is not altogether ſuitable; 
but-alas ! the impropriety of it falls on the unfa- 
yourable fide, and only ſtrengthens my argument 


the more. For whatever proofs may be brought 


from other quarters in favour of the eternity of 
their bliſs, which do not equally evince the eter- 
nal mitery of the wicked; yet, in this point of 
view (ſure I am} more may be faid for the latter 


than the former. For the righteous, however. 
obedient, do no more than is their duty to do, 


and therefore (ſtrictly ſpeaking) merit nothing at 
the hand of God, They can make no claim 


upon his 7z/7ice, but all their hopes of happineſs 


and a continuance therein, are founded upon his 
gracious promiſes, which he was free to make or 
not to make, as he thought good But the caſe 
is different with the wicked; they have /#r/&ly 
and properly merited or diſerved eternal puniſh- 
ment, and are, in fact, obnoxious to it. And 
hence their apprehenſions of it are founded, not 
barely on his threatenings, but allo and chiefly 
on the unchangeable perfections of his nature.— 
So that it appears, if this reaſoning is juſt, they 
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have more than double that cauſe for fearing an 
eternal hell, which the faints have for expecting 
an everlaſting heaven | 

11. Ihe reaſon of the divine conduct in giving 
them this two-fold proof (ariſing from his threat- 
enings and the perfections of his nature) of a 
doctrine which, above all others, they hate and 
with to diſprove, ſeems to be his compaſſion for 
theſe infatuated creatures. He means, by this 
double battery, to ſilence their evil reaſoning un- 
belief, which, as an impregnable fort, defies the 
whole force of divine truth, and too often detains 
the poor ſoul a captive of fin and ſatan, till the 


judgment of the. great day! May his bleſſed 
ſpirit give the deſired efficacy to theſe engines, 


which infinite wiſdom hath planted againſt the 


perverſeneſs of unthinking men! May they level 


all the ſtrong holds of Satan, and bring into cap- 
tivity every unbelieving ſinner to the obedience of 


Chriit, before fad experience convince them, that 
in hell the worm of their anguiſh dieth not, and 
the fire of their miſery is not quenched, . but its flame 


aſcendeth up for ever and ever! | 

But it would be needleſs, had I both time and 
mclination for it, to enter upon the formal and 
particular proof of a doctrine which you do not 
diſbelieve, . and therefore: I forbear to enlarge on 


this head. You are (J have reaſon to think) fully 


perſuaded; that the torments of hell are eternal, 
according to the teſtimony of Scripture, and of 
conſequence by the deſtruction mentioned in our 


text, we are not to underſtand the extinction of 


the being of the wicked; but (as I ſaid) * the 
utter ruin of their once holy and happy nature, 


with the final death of all their comforts and their 
hopes, and alſo the entire perverſion of all their 


faculties, which are now only employed in add- 


ing to their miſery, and rendering them moſt 
compleatly wretched.” This would lead me, as 
was propoſed, . 2dly, 
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2dly, To take a more particular view of their 
miſery in theſe reſpects, but as this is too exten- 
ſive a ſubject to be diſcuſſed at preſent, your time 
being gone, I ſhall defer it to another opportuni- 
ty, and now conclude with a ſhort improvement 
of what has been ſaid, by way of inference and 
application. | 

And, iſt, We may infer from what has been 
ſaid, the infatuation and miſery of thoſe who know 
net God, and obey not the goſpel, Whether they 
promiſe themſelves an exemption from this eter- 
nal deſtruction, from the prefence of the Lord, 
| and the glory of his power; or whether they flat- 
ter themlelves it will not be ſo dreadful and in- 
tolerable as it is repreſented to be; or whether I 
they indulge a vain hope of being ſome time or 1 
other releaſed from this infernal priſon, it is evi= . 
dent, if what has been advanced be true, that | 
they are moſt miſerably blinded by the God of 'f 
this world, and deceived by the deceitfulneſs of 1 
ſin.—Oh ye that 4now not God, and obey not the 19 
goſpel, we teſtify to you, upon the authority of | 2 
the lively oracles of eternal truth, that you are * 
the very perſons who are now expoſed to this . 
dreadful ſtorm of divine indignation, which al- 1 
ready gathers black over your guilty heads, and | f 

z 


threatens a deſolating "downfall of miſery and iN 
woe! The lowering clouds, ſurcharged with fiery _ 
vapours of wrath, at the command of incenſed 1 
juſtice will, ere long, pour a whole deluge of ruin 1 
upon your perverſe and ungrateful ſouls. Ves, 1 
if your ſpeedy repentance prevent not, upon you, 1 
even you, an offended and inexorable God will | | | 
rain fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt, and this 14 
Hall be your portion to drink. Let not then that Hi 
ſubtile ſerpent, in whom you. truſt, beguile you, Wh 
laying, ** You ſhall not ſurely die;“ for as the 1 
Lord liveth, if you perſiſt to know not God, ang 
obey not the goſpel, you ſhall ſurely and eternally $3 
die, | 
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die, You hall drink the very dregs of this cup of 
trembling and wring them out, God is not @ man 
that he ſhould lye, or the fon of man that he ſhoul! 
repent, FHath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not do it? 
Hath he threatened, and ſhall he not make it good ? 
As ſure as he is a being of immutable truth and 
inflexible juſtice, and as ſure as you have broken 
his law and rejected his goſpel, fo ſure muſt you 
at the morning of the reſurrection awake to ever- 
laſling ſhame and contempt, and at the day of judg- 
ment depart earn ge into everlaſting fire. 

2. And ſuppole you that the empty and uncer- 
tain applauſe of worms of the earth, or the vain 
and momentary pleaſures of ſin, or the unſatis- 
factory and ficeting glitter of golden ore, can re- 
compenſe you for the ſhame and contempt which 
will then overwhelm you with eternal confuſion, 
and that pain and anguiſh which the ſcorching 
and fiery lake will pour like water into your 
bowels, and like oil into your bones? Unthink- 
ing and deluded mortal! The praiſes of thy fel- 
low-ſinners will then be turned into infults and 

hiſſes, thy cup of pleaſure into a draught of 
wrath, and thy glittering treaſures into fiery 
ſtreams of brimſtone and torture : Streams thele, 
which will for ever deluge thy deſolated nature; 
2 draught this, which will intoxicate thy ſou] 
with eternal horror; and hiſſes and inſults thoſe, 
with which, as with whips and ſcorpions, the 
fiends of hell will perpetually laſh thy guilty and 
ſelf-accuſing conſcience! Believe me, my poor 
fellow-mortal, thou canſt not, indeed thou canſt 
not bear this devouring fire! Thou canſt not 
dwell with theſe everlaſting burnings ! If thou 
thinkeſt otherwiſe, it is hecauſe thou haſt not 

counted the coſt, but haſt raſhly- credited the 
devil and thy own deceitful heart, which were 
both liars from the beginning, and have not 
abode in the truth. They have agreed to we 
| 1 the? 
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thee drunk with ſenſuality and ſin, to put out th 
eyes, and then to lead thee blindfold into endleſs 
ruin, a ruin from whence thou ſhalt never eſcape, 

2. Oh! think, man, before the intoxicating 
cup of ſin renders thee incapable of thinking, in 
what a wretched condition thou art ſoon likely to 
be, if divine grace prevents not! Oh! look, be- 
fore the God of this world hath cloſed thy eyes 
in eternal darkneſs, into that tremendous ocean, 
of fiery and unfathomable wrath, into which the 
ſtream of time will ſoon hurry thy trail and leaky 
veſſel ! How intolerable and laſting thy miſery | 
Oh! think of eternity; canſt thou number the 


ſtars in the firmament, the drops of rain or the 
ſand on the ſea-ſhore? Make the experiment; and 


when thou haſt finiſh'd the calculation, ſit down 
and reckon up the ages of thy woe! And fee that 


any unt be Juſt. Let every ſtar, every drop, 


every grain of ſand repreſent one million of tor- 
menting ages. And when thou haſt aſcertain'd 
the ſum, know that as many more millions ſtill 
remain behind, and yet as many more behind 
theſe, and ſo on without end! Poor infatuated 
wretch | My heart bleeds for thee —Gladly 
would I warn thee that thou come not into this 
place of torment, Oh! that at length thou 
 would'ſt take warning! Oh! that thou would'ſt 
imitate the example of Noah, who being warned e 
God concerning things not ſeen as yet, bas moved with 
fear, and prepared an ark for the faving of his houſe, 
4. I warn thee, thou unholy and ungodly ſoul, 
who doſt not know God, nor obey the goſpel of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of things not ſeen as yet: 


of the glorious coming of that adorable Saviour, 
whoſe ſalvation thou haſt rejected, whom thou 
haſt refuſed to reign over thee, and whom, b 

fin, thou haſt crucified afreſh : I warn thee of an 
approaching and inexorable Judge, who (if thou 
repent not) will ſummon thee, with all thy fins 


about 
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about thee, to his bar, and paſs an irreverſible 
ſentence upon thee. I warn thee of a deſcending 
deluge of divine and infinite wrath, which will 
ſpeedily drown an impenitent and unbelieving 
world with a fiery and unfathomable ſea of 
miſery ! Icall upon thee without delay to prepare 

an ark for the ſaving of thy ſoul. Nay, for thy 
encouragement I tell thee, the ark is already pre- 
pared. The almighty love of God, directed by 
infinite wiſdom, hath prepared it: An ark this, 
which will defend thee againſt all the ſtorms of 
Wrath, and which will bear thee up above all the 
waves of miſery. Yes, we point thee to that 
man who is as an hiding-place from the florm, a covert 
From the tempe/t, as rivers of water in a dry place, 
and as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land. 
We bid thee look to Feſus and be ſaved! 
5. Oh! hide thee, by faith in him, from the 
wind of temptation and ſin ; let his blood ſprink- 


Ted upon thy guilty conſcience, and his righteouſ- 


neſs put upon thy naked ſou], cover thee from the 
tempeſt of divine indignation : Let his ſpirit flow- 
ing into thy heart as a river, refreſh and water 
thy ſcorched and barren ſoul, and reſt thee under 
his cooling ſhade, till the burning ſun of perſecu- 
tion ſhall go down, and the fiery heat of pain and 
affliction ſhall - finally ceaſe! Flee for refuge to 
this hope ſet before thee, and all ſhall be well. — 
Forſake all known fin, uſe every appointed means 
of grace, and be alſo careful to maintain and ex- 
cel in good works, but yet reſt not there. Oh! 
tarry not in all the plain of duty, but eſcape to this 
mountain laſt thou be conſumed. And thus like juſt 
Lot, thou ſhalt be delivered from the common 
overthrow of the impenitent and unbelieving, and 
ſhall ſing the praiſes of thy Deliverer and Saviour 
world without end. e 1907: 
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IVho ſpall be puniſhed with everlaſting dgſtruction 


from the preſence of the Lord and the glory of 


his power, 
I. OW. infallibly certain, and how aſto- 
H niſhingly grand and itriking, are the 
events preſented to our view by the 
Apoſtle in this alarming paſſage of holy writ ! 
How well worthy the ferious attention and de- 


vout contemplation of all who love the appearing 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yea, and of all man- 
kind! And yet (amazing it is !) they are in gene- 
ral overlooked and diſregarded, even by thoſe whe 
profeſs to be aſſured of them! | ti 
2. The revolutions which are continually hap- 
pening in the petty ſtates and fluctuating affairs of 
this world; the acceſſion of temporal princes te 
their tranſitory dignities and corruptible crowns ; 
the poor and inſignificant conqueſts obtained by 
worms of the earth over their fellow-reptiles ; the 
approach of earthly judges, and the trial, con- 
demnation, and puniſhment of the violators of 


human laws, theſe are events which ſhort-ſighted 


mortals deem of conſequence enough to occupy 
their thoughts in private, to employ: their tongues 
in'converſation, and to dignify the annais of hiſ- 
tory, They think, they talk, they write of theſe, 
1 bas | 3. In 
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3. In the mean time, the grand revolution of 
univerſal nature; the glorious exaltation of the 
Prince of the kings of the earth; his compleat 
and everlaſting triumph over principalities and 
powers, and all the potent enemies of his govern- 
ment ; the coming of the final Judge of angels 
and of men; the deciſive trial of the whole world 
at his bar; and the infinite and eternal reward: 
and puniſhments then to be diſpenſed to immor. 
tal ſouls, united to incorruptible bodies ;—theſe 
ſubjects, though intereſting beyond thought, and 
grand beyond compariſon, are, alas! too gene- 
rally treated wi:h indifference and neglect ! Theſe 
are judged unfit for meditation in ſecret, leſt they 
ſhould make us melancholy ; unworthy of a Place 
in polite and genteel company, for fear they 
ſhould damp their mirth and ſpoil their pleaſure ; 
and ſure it is, he who means to gain either ho- 
nour or profit by his pen, muſt take care not to 
employ it on theſe dreary and puritanical (not to 
ſay methodiſtical) ſubjects, for Which this ligii 
and airy age has no reliſh... 
{9s Bleſſed be God, that theſe ſoul- exalting and 
heart- improving ſub bjets have any place left whi- 


ther to retire ! Bleſſed be God, that they are not 


yet quite baniſhed out of the world! They are 
ſtill (thanks to Divine Providence !) allowed to 
remain in our: Bibles, and now and then (though 
not often) to aſcend the pulpit, and give {crio: 
inſtructions to a few of the poor and illiterate, 
who are not yet arrived to ſuch a pitch of retiuc- 
ment as to think it beneath them to attend their 
lectures. But who knows how ſoon they will be 
forced from this their laſt retreat? Who knovs 
how ſoon this jovial-and licentious age, will tor- 
bid us to mention death and judgment, heaven 
and hell, even in the pulpit, and confine us 0 


| diſcourſe on ſubjects which have leſs Aae to 
| alarm 


E 


alarm their fears, and make their minds unealy ? 
However, as this is not yet the caſe, let us not 
neglect to improve the liberty werewith we are 
indulged, and in purſuance of our ſubject, let us, 
as was propoſed in our laſt diſcourſe, 

Secondly, Take a more particular view of the 
nature and durftion of the miſery of the wicked, 
as proved and explained in the preceding Sermon. 

1. But here I confe's my mind recoils. I feel 
a ſenſible reluctance to enter upon the conſider- 


ed, and not leſs profitable, For doubtleſs our 
Lord, and his Apoſtles, would never recommend 
ſuch painful meditations to us, if they were not 
need, and calculated to yield us much fruit. 


To fay nothing of their tendency to reſtrain us 


from fin and prompt us to duty, to excite us to 
diligence, and awaken our fleepy ſculs to watch- 
ful care and feariul circumſpection ; reflections 
upon that future and eternal miſery, which is re- 
ſerved for the impenitent and unbelieving ſinner, 
and 1s the juſt deſert of us all, may be of great 
uſe to encreaſe our patience under all the afflictions 
| and troubles of this life, ſo light and momentary 
in compariſon of it. And, at the fame time, to 
| conſider this miſery in contraſt with that exceed- 
ing great and eternal weight of glory, which is 
the free gift of God thro? Jeſus Chriſt, will tend 
| to enlarge our conceptions of that great ſalvation 
| which Chriſt hath wrought out for us, and, of 

conſequence, to endear the Saviour to us, to. 
| whom we owe our redemption from the curſe of, 

inelaw,and ourdeliverance fromthe wrath to come. 

2. Away then with this reluctance! with this. 
** fooliſh, this treacherous compaſſion,” (as the, 
bene olem and meek Doddridge calls it,) * which 


ation of ſo dark and diſmal! a tutje& ; a ſubject 
which yet I believe very neceliary to be conſider- 


F 2 cc chuſes 
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“ chuſes rather to leave men to be conſumed, 


„ than diſturb their ſlumbers.“ Let us ſeriouſly 
addreſs ourſelves to the conſideration of a ſubje& 
which, tho' dreary and unpromiſing in appear- 
ance, is notwithſtanding productive of much 
wholeſome fruit. Oh, that it may prove ſuch 
to us all Sorry ſhould I be, by diſcourſing on 
this head, only to torment ſome of you before thc 
time; and yet, if you ſeriouſly attend to what 
ſhall be delivered, and after all til] reſolve to re- 
main in your fins, it cannot be expected to pro- 
duce any other effect. If, therefore, that is your 
reſolution, if you are not diſpoſed to bid adieu to 
all iniquity, and give yourſelyes up to the ſervice 
of God without reſerve, I would adviſe you 10 
withdraw, and forbear hearing a diſcourſe which, 
while that is your diſpoſition, can only diſtreſs 
you, Withdraw, however, with this perſuaſion, 
that you are 4now:ngly and wilfully plunging into 
an abyſs of miſery, which you have not courage 
to open your eyes to behold; and this thought, 
if I miſtake not, will be as a thorn to diſturb your 
beds of indolence and pleaſure, and as worm- 
wood and gall intermixed with your cups of riot 
and exceſs ! Oh, that it may after all rouſe you 
from the one, and make you nauſeate the other, 
before you make your bed in hell, and drink the 

flames of endleſs torment! 
3. In the former diſcourſe upon this ſubject, i 
which the text was explained and the doctrine 
eſtabliſhed, it was obſerved, that the deſtruction 
here ſpoken of, fignified, iſt, The utter ruin 
« of their once holy and happy nature, and the 
« final death of all their comforts and their 
« hopes;“ and, 2dly, © the entire perverſion of 
« all their powers and faculties, which are nov 
only employed in diſhonouring God, and ren. 
_ «© dering themſelves moſt compleatly 1 
r eie 1 
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Let us enlarge on theſe two particulars, and 
then, as was propoſed, 3dly, earneſtly addreſs 
both faints and ſinners, on this important ſubject. 
And 1ſt, Their once holy and happy nature is 
now utterly ruin'd, and all their comforts and 
hopes finally dead. . . e a 
1. Indeed their holineſs and happineſs was in 
reality loſt in this world, tho' not irrecoverably. 
Even here, where the trae light enlighteneth every. 
man that cometh into the world, . they were unholy 
and unhappy, depraved by fin and immers'd in 
miſery, but they knew it not. Being laid faſt 
aſleep by the opiates of Satan (which are fin) and 
amuſed by many pleaſing dreams of worldly vanity, , 
invented in great variety to employ and entertain 
them, they wiſt not what had befallen them. But 
& intoxicated with the enchanting cup of pleaſure, 'Þ | 
and in the midſt of their midnight ſlumbers, tho“ | | g 
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plunged in the filth of iniquity, and faſt bound 
by gigantic luſts, they talked much of the purity 
of their nature, the freedom of their will, and the 
light and liberty in which they walk'd.— Tho? the 


Devil's captives, confin'd by him in the priſon of: v1 

fin, bolted and barr'd by unbelief, and in the ter- 1 
ritories of hell; yet were they as eaſy and uncon- 4 0 
cern'd, as if they imagined themſelves to be poſ- 1 

ſeſs'd of all poſſible honour and feli city.. 1 0 

2. At times, indeed, the ſtormy blaſt of ad- WA 

verſity, the painful ſmart of. afflition, . or the | 9 
thunder of God's threatenings, diſturb'd their 1 
| repoſe, and almoſt awaken'd their ſleepy fouls : 1 

| but another draught of Satan's cup ſtüpifying their 1 
e ſenſes, and the agreeable ſong of Peace, peace“ 1 

j ſounding in their ears, lull'd them to ſleep again, 1 

wie fin filently doubled their fetters and chains 14 

x and unbelief, ſtopping up every avenue of divine N 


light, added freſh locks and bolts to their priſon | il | 
$,—And now they fleep more ſecurely, and KP 
e dream 10 

i 
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8rcam more madly than ever. No ſooner do thc; 
end one dream than they begin another. Scenes 
of buſineſs and amuſement continually open one 
behind the back of another, that they may not 
awake out of their fatal lumber, till the officers 
of divine juſtice break open their infernal priſon, 
and bring them forth by death for execution, 
5 when the time of their probation being ended, the 
5 things which make for their peace are for ever hid 
from their eyes. . | 
3. Then their fleeping and dreaming end to- 
gether. They ſuddenly awake to a moſt keen 
and dreadful ſenſe of the ruin of their nature, aud 
the final death of all their comforts and their 
hopes. — They now feel in a manner words can- 
not deſcribe, from what an height of holineſs and 
happineſs, into what a depth of guilt and miſery 
they are fallen. Deſtitute of their maker's image, 
and confounded at the diſcovery of their nakedneſs 
and deformity, they fly from the preſence of the 
light, and the fight of ſaints and angels, now in- 
tolerable; and o'erwhelm'd with ſhame and ever- 
laſting contempt, ſeek for refuge from the anguiſh 
they ſuffer under the ſhades of infernal darkneſs. 
But alas! the flames of hell, tho' tack and diſ- 
mal, afford light enough to demonſtrate their folly 
and depravity, while the arrows of almighty indig- 
nation, prepared by inexorable juſtice, and directed 
by unerring wiſdom, purſue and overtake them, 
and piercing them through with unknown lorrows, 
lay them low at the bottom of that flery lake, 
Wich, fed with ſtreams of brimſtone, and blown 
by. the breath of Jehovah, ſwells, overflows, and 
torments their ruin'd fouls. ET rs 
4. Their once holy and happy nature is now 
_ ruined, utterly and finally ruined, without any 
remedy, or the moſt diſtant hope of recovery. 
Their frail veſſels, tho' built of the beſt m 11 
F 5 rials, 
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rials, yet corrupted by the worm of fin, being 


convey'd by the ebb of time, down the ſmooth 
river of life, are now hurried, beyond the bar of 


death into the fiery and unfathomable ſea of di- 


vine wrath. In this moſt tempeſtuous ocean, 
toſſed by the furious winds of almighty indigna- 


tion, upon the raging billows of inſupportable tor- - 
ment, they ſuffer a ſpeedy and an eternal ſhip- 


wreck, Daſhed upon the rocks of ruin, or ſwal- 
lowed up in the gulph of deſpair, they are en- 
tirely loſt, and not one broken piece of holineſs 


or happineſs remains, nor ſo much as a ſingle plank 


of hope, upon which they may expect, tho' af- 

ter millions of ages, to eſcape to ſome land of reſt. 

But 1 5 | 
— * The hopeleſs foul, _ 

« Bound to the bottom of the flaming pool, 

„ Tho' loath, and ever loud-blaſpheming, owns 

« Tis juſtly doom'd to pour eternal groans; 

©« To talk to fiery tempeſts, and implore ; 

„% The raging flame to give it's fury o'er ; 

« To writhe, to toſs, to pant beneath its load, 

« And bear the weight of an offended God.” 


And now they have no ſleepy opiates to make 


them forget, for one moment, their miſery ; no 
amuſement to divert their attention from their in- 
tolerable pain, and no conſolation left to lighten, 
in my degree, the dreadful weight of their ſuffer- 
JC „ e 

5. In their moſt diſtreſſing ſituation here, ſome 
alleviating circumſtances rendered their affliction 


them under their greateſt loſſes; ſome cordial, 


kindly, interpoſing, took a ſhare of their cares 
upon himſelf, and helped them to bear the bur- 
den of their woe. Or if theſe things all failed, 

Z | ©... and 


tolerable.—Some remaining good, in part relieved 


timely adminiſtered, ſupported them under their 
ſevereſt troubles, and ſome ſympathizing friend, 


Meas et ER. 
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and they were reduced to the very extremity ot 
diſtreſs, yet even then hope, | flattering hope, 
whichlin this world 356 54%, SEL 

« Springs eternal in the human breaſt,“ 

Dating a ray of comfort thro' the gloom, pre. 
vented their caſe from becoming deſperate, Put 
now there is the reverſe of all this. Al, al} ji: 
loft, entirely loſt, and nothing of gocd remains! 
Every poſſible evil hath befallen them, and with 
every poſſible circumſtance of aggravation ! No 
condoling friend lightens their load of ſorrow | 
No beam of hope promiſes any advantageous 
change] But on the contrary, tormenting fiends 
and malicious fpirits add to their weight of ſuf. 
ferings, by cruel upbraidings, and black deſpair, 
hovering over their deſponding ſouls, flaps hi; 
raven wings and foretells an eternity of woe! In 
thole _ 3 | „ 
% Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where joy, 
&« Where peace can never come, hope never comes, 
« That comes to all; but torment without end 
% Stilt urges, and a fiery deluge fed, | 


* 


« With ever-burning ſulphur unconſum'd.”” 
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But farther (if we have courage to venture fur- 
ther into theſe dreary territories of the prince ot 
darkneſs) the deſtruction ſpoken of in our text 
implies, | ESTs | 

2dly, The entire perverſion of all their facul- 
ties, ſo that they ſerve only to encreaſe their 
torment and render them moſt compleatly wretch- 
ed. Let us conſider them briefly and in order. 

1. The imagination, freed from every clog, 
wherewith its motions were once impeded, when 
it was incumbered by fleſh and blood, being now 
rendered quick and active as a diſembodied ſpirit, 
is perpetually traverſing, with incredible ſpeed and 
unwearied diligence, the gloomy regions of- Hell 

| in 
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in queſt of woe. And having collected together 
every conſideration of horror, it cloaths them all 
in the moſt hideous forms, and thereby keeps the 
poor, affrighted foul in continual terror and diſ- 
may, — The underſlanding, cleared of all the 
miſts of ignorance and fumes of prejudice, where- 
with it was, obſcured in this world, and now diſ- 
cerning every thing in its true light, is ever un- 
happily buſied in comparing the joys of heaven 
with the torments of hell, and contraſting the 
happineſs they have loſt, with the miſery they 
| have incurr'd. It remonſtrates, in terms which 
F wound and pierce their inmoſt ſouls, upon their 
ingratitude, folly and r in rejecting 2 
felicity ſo valuable in itfelf, ſo dearly bought, and 
ſo freely and repeatedly offer'd ; while in contra- 
diction to reaſon, to duty, and intereſt; againſt the 
cleareſt light and the greateſt love; notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt ſolemn warnings and earneſt intreat- 
ies, the exhortations, prayers, tears, and blood 
of the Son of God himſelf, they 4nowingly and 
wwiifully plunged into a depth of woe, from whence 
there is no redemption. *' . 


2. In this work of torment, the underſtand- 


ing receives no ſmall aſſiſtance from the memory, 
now ſtrengthened to an amazing degree. This 
faculty brings in review their whole life, and pre- 
ſents to the active mind an endleſs variety of cir - 


cumſtances, which only tend, like oil pour'd into 


the fire, to feed the flames of their miſery, and 
make them burn with more unabating fury.— 
It reminds them, on the one hand, of the many 
and undeſerved mercies of a kind Creator, a pa- 


tient Preſerver and a gracious Redeemer, which 


might have warmed the coldeſt breaſt with fer- 


vent gratitude and love, and on the other, of the 
various and alarming judgements executed by the 


righteous governor of the world, for the terror 
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of evil doers, which might have broken in pieces 
the moſt rocky and adamantine heart. But their 
breaſts remained, after all, ſtill! cold as ice, and 
their hearts hard as a nether millſtone. It brings 
to their remembrance the ſuperintending care o 
a kind and watchful previdence, which perpetually 
and wiſely ordered all for their good, removed 
their hindrances, afforded them helps, and put 
them in the moſt favourable circumſtances for 
their reſtoration, Eut they perverſely, by a dia- 
bolical ſkill: in ſpiritual chymiſtty, extracted 3 


bitter out of every ſweet, turned their helps into 


hindrances and their good into evil! 

3. By the help of the memory they reco!lle& 
the many free and gracious offers of reconcilia- 
tion which were made them by the Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, accompanied with repeated and preſſing 
invitations, to accept thoſe offers and faithful 


warnings of approaching miſery it they neglected 
them. They remember how all theſe were, 


time after time, attended by the influences of the 
ſpirit, diſpoſing their minds to conſider and im- 


prove them. At times they were inclined to com- 


ply,” and almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians, eſ- 
pecially when an alarming providence,” cut off by 
a ſudden and unexpected ftroke, ſome near rela- 
tion or dear friend, or laid an heavy hand of af- 
fiction upon themſelves: But alas] ſome hurry 
of idle buſineſs occupied their minds, ſome 
phantom of empty applauſe engaged their purſuit, 
ſome intoxicating draught of the cup of pleaſure, 
unhappily taken, drowned their convictions, or 
ſome frothy company or vain amuſement, divert- 
_ ed their attention from the one thing needtul | 
And thus they have for ever loſt that exceeding 
_ greet and eternal weight of glory, which they had 
once ſo fair an opportunity of attaining, and 
ſunk into an unfathomable depth of woe, out of 
which there is no deliverance? 4, in 
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4. In the mean time conſcience is not idle. 

Ones indeed E | 
„She ſeem'd to ſleep 

On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with ſyren ſong: 


* 
Lay 


A 
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On headlong appetite the ſlacken'd tein, 
And gave them up to licence unrecall'd.“ 


But it was all deceit. Even then ſhe regiſtered 


all their thoughts, and words, and works, and 

kept a faithful and circumſtantial account of their 

whole conduct. No temper of mind, no action 
of life eſcaped her obſervation ; but 


« The ly informer noted every fault, 


«© And her dread diary with horror fiil'd: 

% Unnatic'd mark'd each moment miſapplied 

«© On leaves more durable than thoſe of braſs : 

%% Wrote their. whole hiſtory, which now ſhe reads 
« In every pale delinquent s private ear.“ 


For being no longer bribed by ſin, nor ſtupified 


by exceſs, conſcience now tells them the truth, 
the whole truth, and that in accents moſt dread- 
fully ſevere, (from which tliey can no longer turn 
away their ears. 

5. They are now obliged to hearken, how- 
ever reluctant, to the tormenting hiſtory which 
conſcience minutely gives them, of the ſabbaths 


they have broken, the ordinances they have pro- 


faned, the oaths they have ſwore, the lyes they 
have told, the acts of uncleannels, intemperance, 
fraud, and oppreſſion they have committed, the 
mercies they have abuſed, the judgements they 
have ſlighted. She gives them a particular detail 
of all the-inſtances of their ingratitude and diſo- 
bedience to him, who was at once their moſt in- 
dulgent parent and bòuntiful benefactor; and 
enlarges mach upon their hypocriſy betore an heact- 


ſearching 


« Once ſhe ſeem'd, nodding o'er her charge, to drop 
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ſearching God, their formality in the worſhip d 


their view the glaſs of God's holy law, which 
confounds and torments them with the diſcovery | 


' way they will their ſins, the children of their 
_ folly, ſummoned by conſcience, in all their num. 


forms, and armed with the moſt dreadful inſtru- 


upon them the indignation and wrath of an of- 
- fended God, for their depravation and abuſe of 
thoſe faculties, ſurely the inferior powers, which 


_ a conſiderable ſhare in this work of vengeance 
. aſſigned them, and that juſtly, for they bear a 


_ dwellings of light and liberty, where they are 
- continually employed in digging deep into mine: 
W | of 
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him who is a Spirit, and their lukewarmneſs in 
the purſuit of immortal honour and eternal gain. 
In ſhort, this long-neglected, and now implaca. 
bly revengeful power, . perpetually holds out to 


of their filthineſs and deformity. Look which 


ber and aggravations, dreſt in the moſt frightful 


ments of torture, ſtare them in the face with 
looks of vengeance, and fly upon them with in- 
fatiably fury. Thus like an infernal fiend, ſhe 
laſhes their ſouls with whips,and ſcorpions, while 
as a worm ſhe gnaws and conſumes their inwards, 
or like an hungry vulture preys upon and devgurs 
their undecaying vitals. 

6. And if the rational faculties, the moſt no- 
ble of our nature, are thus buſy in executing 


are but ſervants to the ſuperior, will not be ſut- 
fered to remain unemployed. — The paſſions have 


chief part in ſoliciting man to fin, | Indeed, ſome. 


of the paſſions, which imply happineſs in their 5 
; very nature, ſuch as eſcem, and hape, and 7005 wi 
never vilit theſe dreary regions, but take up their * 


abode in purer climes, and under the influence 0 
of a milder ſky. But all thoſe which fin hath WF.” 
debauched and made pregnant with woe, are ba- 
niſhed to theſe inhoſpitable realms, far from the 
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of mifery, and forming of helliſh metal. fra. 
ments of puniſhment, wherewith to torture 
| damned ſpirits. 

Thus thoſe unhappy creatures feel inſatia- 
ble res after objects in finitely and eternally te- 
moved from them, while to objects ever preſent 4 

and before them, they have an infinite hatred | 
and an unconquerable aver/on. A deluge of re- 
vin 14k perpetually overwhelms them on 

account of the torment they already ſuffer; but 
s if they ſuffered nothing in compariſon of what 
was yet to come, ve? th are ever terrified with the 
moſt dreadful fear of unknown waves of woe, 
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E which they ſee continually rifing in tremendous f 
mountains, one behind another, and ready to = 


burſt upon their 8 ev foul with a rell. flood . 
; of afflietion! | | ö | 
8. And, ab | what they ſuffer from the mor- 1 
E tification of their prid, and the aan ſhame 1 

ind contempt wherewith they are loaded ! Proud 1 


Ii Lucifer, they deem themſelves worthy of thc 
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L higheſt? dignity, when behold ! they are ſink to | 
.- the loweſt point of degradation, and only noticed 1 
o be hifled and deſpiſed. Henc they fre t, rave | 
, Wd tear; they ſwell with reſentment and rage to- 0 
e Naonds God and one another. The rancour which. 1 
. {Wis in their breaſts vents itſeff in revengeful 1 
þ books, horrid imprecatioris, and impotent efforts 99 
1 of 1 cruelty, Di ſcontent, reſtleſs and 1 
mpa ont; anger, loud and boiſterous ; envy, 1 
4 ho and Shaft malice, implacable and fierce : 4 
p- In ſhort, all the paſſions (capable of miſery) like 1 


0 ma dogs of hell, ler looſe and enraged, at the 
veck of the prince of darkneſs and his malicious 
crew, with infernal howlings and barking rage, 
turround, attack, and rend their wretched ſouls, 
Krying out for help in vain, with piteous watl- 
WW nos and loud | 
+ Es a0 oud laments ! Such is. 
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„ Woe's wide empire, where deep troubles 9. 
Loud forrows howl, invenom'd paſſions bite; 
Nav'nous calamities their vitals ſeize, 
And threat'ning fate wide opens to devour,” 


9. What, hath hitherto been ſaid, refers only 
to the miſery arifing from the abuſed and cor. 
rupted faculties of their /auls; but J mult not 
torget to mention, on this occaſion, the ſuffer. 
ings peculiar to the b:dizs, wherewith the wick. 
ed wil be puniſhed. at the morning of the eur 
rection.— And here, to ſay nothing of that ga 
lake, to the bottom of which they will be chained 
by deſpiſed mercy, converted into inexorab!: 
wrath, and which lurrounds their whole body 
with its ſcorching flames, and inſinuates 
like water into their bowels, and lite gil i 
zones All their 42 et, which were formen „. 
citements to luſt and inlets to fin, together 
all their members, employed on earth as in 
ments of iniquity, are now, by the appointner: 
of infinite juſtice, become inlets to miſery aid 1n- 
ſtruments of puniſhment. Their eyes, accuton- 
ed to behold ſcenes. of pleaſure and objects of de- 
light, are now terrified with the fight of hide 
forms and frightful thapes, Their cars, wont i© 
be entertained with wanton fongs and melodious 
muſic, are now thocked with doleful groz::5, 2 
mentable ſhrieks, and horrible howlings. Ther 
noſtrils, formerly revived with fragrant odours an! 
rich perfumes, are now offended with the te 
lerable ſtench. of ſulphur and rottenneſs, hie 
their taſte, uſed to be regaled with the moſt cher. 
ous wines and richeſt. dainties, is now toric d 
with the nauſęouſneſs of hrimſtone and putretac- 
tion. In the mean time, their hands, their , 
their heads, their hearts, their whole body, 1 
ſhort, with all its members, ſhares in the woe, 
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and contributes to the punithment of thete ni. 
ferable wretches: "Thus 944; 
« All thoſe powers heaven gare them to ſupply _ 
« Their ſoul with pleaſure, and bring in their joy, 
« Riſe up iy arms, againſt them join the foe, 

« Senſe, reaſon, memory, encreaſe their woe; 


« And there their voice, ordain'd on hymes to dwe!!, 


«« Corrupts to groans, and blows the flames of hell; 
« There they mult look with terror on their gain, 
£ And with exiſtence only meaſure: pain.“ | 
10. Such is the deſtruction wherewith Chriſt, 
when he cometh, will recompenſe tlioſe Who 


know not God and obey not the goſpel, I mean, 


this is a faint. picture of it. For as to their mi- 
fery itſelf, ſo far have J been, while attempting 
to deſcribe it, from dipping my pencil in- toe deep 
colours, that the whole creation affords none deep 
enough to repreſent a thouſandth part of its great- 
neſs. For as eye hath not ſcen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart of man is coneety 
what God hath prepared for theſe who' love him; 


ſo the ſame'may we a concerning the tor- 


ments reſerved for thoſe who hate him. Hie hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive theſe © our moſt en- 
larged conceptions fall infinitely ſhort of them. 
However, we ſee enough of them (one would 
ſuppoſe) to awaken our fear, and arm our fouls 
with watchful care to avoid them, | 8 

11. This is the end I have had in view, in 
diſcourſing on this diſagreeable ſubject. I mean 
hereby, thro” the grace of God, to prevent your 


ever ſharing theſe unknown ſufferings and prov- 


ing, to your eternal ſorrow, how infinitely my 
deſcription falls ſhort of their reality. And that 
I may not miſs my aim, I beg leave to addreſs 
you a moment by way of application and improve- 
ment, before 1 conciude.—Indeed,: there is the 
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more neceſlity of doing this, not only leſt Satan 
| "am is never wanting to ſeek occaſion againſt yg) 
ſhould render this bitter medicine ineffectual, in- 
#rmixing it with counter-working ingredients of 
nis own, and fo ſhould defeat the ſalutary pur. 
poſe intended in adminiſtering it; but likewiſe 
| teſt he ſhould turn it into downright poiſon. 
For be aſſured, ye that know not God, and obey nut 
the goſpel, if what has been advanced is not in. 
ſtrumental in bringihg you to repentance, it muſt 
tend to harden you in fin, and fit you as a v0 
of wrath, for containing a greater degree of thi; 
miſery, If it is not a e F life unto life, i 
muſt be a ſauour of death unto death, to you. 
1. Let me then, iſt, exhort you, whoever 
you are, to enquire ere yet it be too late, whe. 
ther you are expoſed to this eternal deſtruction from 
the preſence f the Lord. Doubtleſs, you are (if 
the oracles of divine truth are to be credited) 
. While yore know not God and obey not the goſpel; 
while this is the ſtate of your ſouls, you are per- 
petually liable to all the unknown and-unfathom- 
able horrors of eternal miſery. Yes, this great 

.gulph which Chriſt and his apoſtles have un- 

vailed to your view, and adviſed you to caſt a 
look towards, before you plunge headlong into 
it, where there is 
4 OL Be) C Darkneſs on darkneſs, hell 

«© On hell, where torments behind torments dwell.” 


This abyſs of miſery, beneath your very feet 
as it were, ; | r 
Expands its jaws how dreadful to ſurvey ! 
And roars outrageous for its deſtin'd prey.” 
Ah, my friends! be not ſo childiſh as to think the 
bare ſhutting your eyes againſt its diſmal gloom, 
pierc'd with ſhafted light'ning, and ſtreak'd with 
ſpiry flames, will. make it ceaſe to exiſt, prevent 
44 LETT IR , | your 
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your falling into its depth of horrors, or render 
it in any degree the more. tolerable. As well + 


might you think to extinguiſh the ſun by cloſing 
your eyes, or to avoid a cannon ball by looking 
another way. You may indeed turn away your 
ſight from this perdition, fix your attention on 


ſome more agreeable ſubject, and ſo avoid the pre- 
fent pain which ſuch reflections might produce. 


But alas ! you will gain little by this ; for to ſhun 
the conſideration of this miſery now is the way to 
continue in fin and ſuffer it eternally hereafter. 

2. And wilt thou then ſhut thine eyes and 
leap wilfully and obſtinately into ruin? Ah ſin- 
ner, think what thou doſt! And haſt thou then 
counted the coſt? Canſt thou indeed bear this 
devouring fire which yet will not conſume thee ? 


| Canſt thou dwell with theſe everlaſting burnings, 


for which thou wilt be the everlaſting fuel, where 


„ Thy torment muſt tranſcend 
© The reach of time, deſpair a diſtant end, 
“% With dreadful growth ſhoot forward and ariſe 


Where thought can't follow and bold fancy dies.“ 
Poor unhappy wretch | how infatuated muſt thou 


be !—If thy mind was not totally blinded by the 


God of this world, and thy very ſenſes drench'd 


in ſenſuality, and ſtupified by the opiates of ſin, 
if thou hadſt any power of diſcerning or feeling 
left, I would aſk thee how thou couldſt bear to 


e ſtript of all thy earthly poſſeſſions, 


totally deſerted of all thy friends, arreſted by 
mercileſs creditors, confined in a dark dungeon, 
loaded with heavy irons; and in this condition, 
ſtarving with hunger and cold, and deſtitute of 
every neceſſary accommodation and attendance, 
to be viſited with torturing pain or ſome loath- 
ſome diſeaſe? Sure thou haſt love enough for 
thy money, thy credit, thy friends, thy liberty, 
thy health, and in fine, thy life, to ſee that all 
Fre fi ORFs a theſe 
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; 1 
theſe calamities befalling thee at once, would bt 
indeed intolerable, 1o ther (at leaſt): who haſt 10 
intereſt in God and heaven. But ſurely thou 
doft not think that all theſe calamities put toge. 
ther, and ten thouſand times more and greater, 
can give an adequate repreſentat ion of that dole- 
ful place, which infite wiſdom hath contrived, 
almighty power prepared, and inexoruble juſtice def. 
tin'd for the puniſhment of incorrigible tran. 
3. Believe me, all the evils thou haſt ever be- 
heſd with thine eyes, heard with thine ears, 01 
conceived in thy heart, nay, all that thou couldſt 
ver conceive, if thou waſt to ſpend an eternity 
in doing nothing elſe, but deviſmg forms of woe 
and changes of mifery, if all collected together 
and appointed to befall thy wretched ſelf in one 
moment of time, would not furniſh thee with an 
adequate idea of that future and everlaſting ruin, 
in which (if thy ſpeedy repentance prevent not) 
thou muſt, ere Jong, lift up thy ghaſtly eyes, beg- 
ging in'vam for a drop of water to cool thy tongue, 
becauſerhou' wilt be tormented in that flame.— 
And then; Eternity! Eternity! ah, to ſpend a 
never-ending eternity-in fuch anguiſh! To be 
ages and ages, and ſucceeding ſtil} new ages,” 
weltering in that lake of fire, burning with brim- 
ſtone, and after millions of ages are paſt and 
gone, -ſtilt to have the wretched: confolation of 
thinking that thy miſery is no nearer an end, but 
all, as it were, to begin aguin ! Ah! who can bear 
even to think of this! The very thought of ſuch 
vVoe is enough to. make one's blood run chill, and 
fill one's ſoul with horror !- It is enough to make 
one's head giddy with fear, to look down that 
dark and fiery pit into which poor ſinners are per- 
perually'plunging, blinded and inſenſible, till the 
enetrating file make them feel, and the glaring 
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games of Tophet open their eyes to behold them- 
ſelves undone for ever! | ; 

4. Ah! flee, finner ! flee from this wrath to 
come But ſtay, and fuſt falling down on thy 
knees, ſolemnly praiſe God, that it is not yet too 
late, Thank him from thy inmoſt foul, that he 
has not yet.cut thee down, and afiigned thee thy 
portion in this place of torment ! Blets the riches 
of that goodneſs and forbearance and longſuffer- 
ing, which have fo long permitted thee to live, 
and waited to lead thee to true repentance ! But 
oh ! dare not, at the peril of thy ſoul, temp it 
any longer H o not perſiſt to provoke that herce 
and almighty wrath which thy fins have already 
kindled againſt thee, and which (had not the 
precious blood of Chriſt been pour'd upon the 
flame) would long, ere now, have utterly con- 
ſum'd thy unholy ſoul, and made thee a monu- 
ment. of vengeance to others! Do not, I ſay, 
perſiſt td provoke an angry God, leſt Christ 
mould ceaſe to interpoſe, and his fiery indigna- 
tion ſhould, in an inſtant, blaſt all thy hopes, and 
devour thee as his adverſary | Oh! beware! after 
thy hardneſs. and impenitent heart, of trealuring 
up anto thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
and revelation. of the righteous judgement of 
(od ! Conſider how many years the Lord Chriſt 
has already interceded for thy barren ſoul, Let 
him alone this year alſo, But alas hitherto he has 
prevailed in vain. for thy reprieve, for to this 
Gay thou haſt borne no good fruit. Still, ſtill thou 
art only a cumberer of the ground! And who. 
nows whether he has not already put up the 
alt pr ayer” tor thee, and by! Bang me by 
theſe terrors of the almighty, to dig for the laſt 
tune about thy roots Af thou beareſt fruit it is 
well, but it not, if even this earthquake of God's 
judgements do not ſhake thee j if after this Chriſt 
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tome ſeeking fruit on thee and find none, 
remains but that he ſay, Let no fruit grow n th; 
from henceforth and for ever, or, Cut it down. 
eumbereth it the ground. 

5. Therefore, delay no longer, but While 
glaſs of time is not yet run out ; while the ſun f 
divine love is not yet gone down upon thee 
while the long-ſuffering of God the Fathe: 
waits to be gracious; while the compaſiio!:' 
friend of finners ſtill intercedes for thee ; 1 
the ever-blefſed Spirit is not yet provoked e. t bie 
thee an eternal adieu, but ſtill continues to 
with thee;—in Mort, while there is yet any | l 
concerning thee among the bleſſed inhabitan 
heaven, that thou mayeſt, after all, be favec' 
any fear concerning thee, among the fiends « 
Hell, Jeſt after all thou ſhouldeſt ele ape that 
of torment ; before the door of ſalvation | is fo) 
ever {hut againſt thee, before yawning Fophet ha 
devoured and cloſed its mouth upon thee. —!”! be, 
firmer ! flee; at the peril of thy ſoul, flee !— | 
whence and Whither thalt thou flee * ? Flee f.. 
thy /in, thy luktewarnneſs, thy unbelizf'; fie 
Calvory, to the CY, to Feſis ; Alte to the tor. 
tain opened in his lide, do the blood and wile 
which flue thence, a ariſe, waſh away thy | 0 5 
calling on the name of the Lord. Apply by fair 
his led, his merit, to thy guilty conſcience ; 1c 

ceive by faith rhe fanRifying aces. of his G. 
Embrace and ever hold aſt the bleſſed hope 
ee life, Let thy — be 4 
cometh the- (Goſpel of Chriſt,” Tus believe, 0 
ſhe w thy faith by thy works, and as ſure as 
tbe reſin noction and the life, fo ſure tho” thou w . 1 
dead, 55 Halt thou live, and 15 'veng ang” belieu ug 
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